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' TO THE READER. | 


Tun following Story was written ſe- 
veral years ago, without any deſign of 
making it public; but when the Au- 
thoreſs was perſuaded by ſome partial 
friends to prepare it for the preſs, ſhe 


made a few alterations, and introduced 
the Hiſtory of Zopisk , as a model for 


young people to copy. If the virtues 


exemplified in his conduct tend to 2 
awaken emulation in the minds of her 


youthful Readers, ſhe will be pleaſed 
at having publiſhed 1 it; and in this hope 
the Work is now ſubmitted to the pe- 
ruſal of thoſe to whom the h of - 


characters i is intereſting. 
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| LETTER 1. n 
From Madame ST. SzymnIN, 


Jo the c DE Mvuzv3LLs, at the Satte 


de e near Pont de Fans.. 


0 offer you : an th my deb 
Madam, for this letter, would be 


an inſult to your humanity ; charity \ 


and benevolence are among the train 
of virtues that belong to you, and 1 


know you are ever zealous to befriend 
the cauſe of ſuffering virtue. I mean 
not, my amiable friend, to act the 


part of a panegyriſt; tis neither your 
character to receive, nor mine to give, 
Pr aiſes that bear not the Ramp of truth. 


Vor. I. | B e "a ; 
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In the preſent inftance, your gocd 
offices will be limited, and your ge- 


nerofity ſpared, for the object on whoſe 


account I trouble you with this letter 
(which muſt be a long and circum- 


ſtantial one) does not ſeem to require 


any thing but conſolatory advice. To 


make you acquainted with the little I 


know of her hiſtory, it is neceſſary for 


me to tell you how I firſt ſaw the un- 
fortunate woman. — The ftory will ap- 
pear romantic, but I aſſure you it will 
be ſtrictly true. 935 
Tis near three weeks ago Bacon we 


were furprized one evening by a very 
ſudden and violent ſtorm, which drove 
the hay-makers from their work, and 
called my attention to the field; where 


I perceived a woman fitting at the foot 


of a tree, apparently loft in thought, | 


and heedleſs of the ſtorm. The rain 


fell in torrents, accompanied with fre- 
quent flaſhes” of lightning N loud = 


us 
n 


4 


thunder: . 1 imagined the i : 


wretch muſt have been intoxicated. after - 
her day's work, and that nothing, but 
ſuch à ſtate of inſenſibility could pre- 


vent her from following her iy 0 
.M from the field. | £3 


A rang for one of my hea 0 in- 
quire a about her; who, to my great ſur- 


prize, informed me ſne did not belong 
to the hay-makers, and had only come 


into the field juſt before the ſtorm be- 


gan; that ſhe was a well - dreſſed woman, 


and ſeemed rather out of her mind. 


While he was | ſpeaking, the tempeſt 


abated: I flung up the ſaſh, and called | 


to her. She neither looked at me 
Nor replied, but I could hear her ſing- 3 


ing in a low and plaintive voice. 1 
ſent the ſervant to offer her money, 


and to aſk who- ſhe was: before he 


came to her the fly. began to clear, 
and I faw her riſe with difficulty from 
wn gn: like a perſon ho was feeble, 
cats B 2 and 
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and attempt to make hay with one of 
the pitch-forks that was left; at which 
finding herſelf very aukward, ſhe threw 


it down, as if diſpleaſed with her want 


of adroitneſs, and fat again on the wet 

graſs, covering her face with her hands. 
My ſervant ſpoke to her ſeveral times 

without obtaining any anſwer; he aſked 


her to dry her clothes by the kitchen- 


fire, and to accept of money or refreſh- 


ment; ſhe ſhook her head, and waved 


her hand for him to leave her. At 


length he conquered her obſtinacy by 
2 ſtratagem; for perceiving that ſhe held 


a little box in her lap, which ſhe ſeemed 
afraid he ſhould take, he ſuddenly 
ſnatched it from her, and made towards 

the houſe, while ſhe ſtarted from the 


ground, and followed him to the terrace 


as quick as her ſtrength would permit. 
I ſtood at the window to receive the 
box, and in a moment after ſhe ap- 
OI: me,—1I felt my heart Cn 


11220808 
3 
28 
he; 
1 r 
, 9 8 Wl 
of 6 . 9 . 
A $ g * * f Sc 
* - . bad AT 
5 g N 
8 5 
2 3 ; : 2g A 
2 
25 N 
by $ 
* IM 
* 


"EV 


ry 


with the deepeſt ſenſe of melancholy 
when I beheld her near the window. 
The object before me appeared not 


more than twenty years of age, and in ſpite 
of ſickneſs, poverty, and ſorrow, looked 


exquiſitely beautiful: an eager ſort of 


wildneſs in her eyes indicated a mind 
where reaſon had too ſeverely felt the 
pangs of grief. Her form was delicate, 


but full of dignity; and when ſhe ſpoke, 


the plaintive and tuneful ſound of her 


voice was ſuch, that I found my eyes 
fill. with tears. In ſpeaking every 


feature improved; animation glowed 


upon her face, and all her actions diſ- \ 
covered graces beyond my e of \ 


deſcription. 


„ When,” faid me 9 may I 90 at 


reſt? 1 braved the warring elements 
EI prayed for death 1 had no fear 
but ane, and that was for the pre- 


cious caſket which contained my only 
2 Oh, Madam! (and here ſhe 
BY | burſt 
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burſt into enn let me, while this in- 
terval of reaſon laſts, appeal to your 


juſtice, your mercy, your compaſſion. — 


I aſk no alms, I want no relief; but I 
conjure you to reſtore that which 16 
N me” - | 

Her intercſting manner, 150 pathetic 
voice, ſtruck me to the heart. 1 
told her I would reſtore” the box 


on ane condition alone, which was, 


that ſhe would conſent to come in- 


to the houſe, and be guided by my 


directions. She promiſed to obey my 
will=the ſervant brought her to me— 
we dried her clothes, and ſet ſome pro- 
viſion before her but her whole atten- 
tion was fixed on the box which I had 
Teſtored. She took a key out of her 


| pocket, and opened it—T faw it was full 


of papers, out of one (which ſeemed to 
be a letter) ſhe took a mimature picture, 


which ' repreſented a very handſome 


young * She 1 at it ſome 
"+ De» Bs | | tine, 
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locked the box very haſtily, 


hen burſt into tears; ſcerned again 
afraid it ſhould be taken from her, and 
She then 


attempted to eat, but could not - roſe {es 
veral times from the table, walked wild- 
ly round the room, pointed to her head; 
then to her heart, as if that was the ſeat 
of her diſorder — at length, ſeeming a 
little more compoſed, I entreated her to 
tell me where ſhe came from; and on 
her mentioning the name of Dubois, 
J recollected that a woman of that name 


kept a lodging-houſe in the village. I 


felt her 


ulſe, and found ſhe had fo 


ſtrong a fever, that I ſent for the apo» 
thecary, and ordered the ſervant to gain 


all. the information he could from Ma- 


dame Dubois concerning this unhappy 
creature. He brought me back word 
that ſhe arrived in the diligence about 
three weeks before, arid took an apart- 
ment in her houſe, ſeemed very melan- 
i but perfectly reaſonable, ug paid 
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for every thing ſhe had the firſt fort- 
night; at the end of which ſhe was 
taken with a violent fever, from which 
ſhe recovered very flowly—that at the 
end of the laſt week ſhe told Madame 
Dubois her illneſs had coſt her more 
money than ſhe expected, and therefore 
ſhe ſhould not be enabled to keep her 
lodging, unleſs ſhe could get any needle- 
work, or other means of maintaining 
herſelf, which, as Dubois could not im- 
mediately do, ſhe grew very melancholy, 
and ſeemed at times to talk in a wild 
and incoherent manner ; but- that her 
name and ſtory were unknown. 

The apothecary judged it ad 
to have her blooded, and put to bed; — 
the at that time ſeemed in a ſort of 
ſtupor, of courſe made no * 
to our ue, 0: 1 | 

Her dreſs, when ſhe. came into my 
1 was a brown camlet gown, 
"Wo" a white cloth 2 a muſlin cap 
Ada 4 — cloſe - 


* 9 1 
cloſe to her face, and a ſtraw "Fr tied 


under her chin with a faded pink rib- 


band. When we took off her cap, a 
profuſion of beautiful brown hair fell 
over her ſhoulders, and under the diſ- 


| 5 | guiſe of Aa ſtuff gown the extreme fine 


neſs of her linen confirmed the idea 
which 1 had before formed from her be- 
haviour, that the was a perſon who had 


been wn ſuperior line of life. 


As ſhe continued in a ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility, I thought it proper to lock up 
her box, and every thing which was con- 
tained in her pockets: I alſo ſent for 
the few things ſhe had left at Dubois's \ 
houſe, which conſiſted of a crucifix, 
ſome linen marked A.R. a rofary, a 

prayer-book, and a very ſcanty nn 
of wearing apparel. 

Her fever continued ſo W ate | 


_ tended at times with delirium, that 


the phyſician (whom 1 ſent for on 
8 ſecond 1 9 thought it highly 
| 4 ect i 


„ c w J 
requiſite to put on bliſters. She fre · 
quently talked in a wild ſtrain, but 
did not ſay any thing from which her 
hiſtory could even be gueſſed at. On 
the tenth day her fever began to abate, 
ſhe grew compoſed and rational, en- 
| quired where the was, expreſſed her 
gratitude to me in the moſt eloquent 
terms, and was in a ſhort time able to 
go from one chamber to another. Her 
firſt care was to aſk for the box; and to 
apologize thus to me for her ſolicitude: 
The papers incloſed herein were 
written by a perſon who is dead to me. 
I ſhall keep them even to my laſt hour, 
that in moments when my ſoul is in- 
clined to be 'moroſe, and to form a bad 
opinion of mankind, I may ſee that the 
true ſpirit of honor is not utterly extinct.” 
In a ſhort time my unknown viſitor 
was able to come down ſtairs, and af- 
turned an appearance of ſerenity, which 
| 1 10 g lince reaſon to believe her heart 
: Was 


2; 11 1 
us 1 « ſlranger to. I found ker pok 
ſeſſed of an excellent capacity, of the 
moſt winning manners, and amiable 
diſpoſition. I never ventured to aſk 
any queſtions reſpecting her ſtory, for 
fear of diſtreſſing her; and as 1 found 
her grateful for my attentions; I hoped 
in time the would willingly confide her 
diſtreſſes to me.— I was delighted with 
my new companion, and pleaſed to fee 
a faint appearance of health dawn upon 
her cheek ; when one day Madame Du- 
bois brought a letter directed to Made- 
moiſelle de Ruvigny, at Madame d'Or- 
val's; which, ſhe apprehended, was 
meant for her lodger. On reading it! 
obſerved ſhe changed countenance, and 
for two days after (cemed ny ant 
* thoughtful. 
The evening of the ind tay 1 was 
fent for to my couſin Madame Briſac 
(who was taken ſuddenly ill, and with 
whom 1 was obliged to ſtay at 
92 Paris 


1 
Paris till the end of the week.) When 
I left her IJ obſerved her eyes were full 
of tears; ſhe graſped my hand, but did 
Not ſpeak; and, on my return, I found 
that the morning after my departure 
the walked out early, and was never 
ſeen afterwards. You may eaſily ima- 
_ gine my anxiety and apprehenſions were 
great, till I received the incloſed letter, 
which acquaints me ſhe is in a convent 
at Dijon, I therefore beg, my dear 
friend (if not inconvenient to you to 
go ſo far) that you will have the good- 
neſs to ſee her, if poſſible, and to ſhew 
her thoſe little attentions which are ſo 
particularly. ſoothing to the unfortunate. 
Perhaps her ſtory may be known to 
the lady abbeſs. | 
I have treſpaſſed analy on 3 
time; but I am ſure, when you have 
ſeen the perſon of whom I write, you 
will be too much intereſted about her, 
to think ny thing tedious that Concerns 


* 
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an object S asd to inſpire compa: - 
Hon and tenderneſs. e | 


Adieu, my dear Counteſs. 
| T have the honor to be, | 
Your's obediently, and dle 


MARE ST. SEVERIN. 
Bellevue, ner ws, 5 5 
Orleans, July 5th. . „„ 


Lr U. 


0 Madame ST. ts L | 
| 1 From the pn de St. Croix, at yon - 


= ix DEAR MADAM, | 

” I snoulp be the moſt rd 
1 : wretch exiſting, if I did not feel 'very 
L ſenſibly the obligations I owe to you. 
* 1 bars crngd take the firſt pe! 


m | 0 


3 ä 


muſt ſeem to have committed, 1 in leav- 


of exculpating myſelf from the fault I | 


ing your hoſpitable houſe in ſuch an 8 


abrupt and We unaccountable 


manner. 


At this moment I * les 
to make you fully acquainted with my 
ſtory; but, leſt I ſhould ſeem un- 


orateful, or unworthy of all your kind- : 


neſſes, 1 beg leave to affure you that my 


misfortunes are derived from the crimes 
of others, and the weakneſs of my own 
heart, which 1s too vulnerable not to feel 


ſeverely that ignorainy which I inno- 


cently have incurred. —When my mind 
is more compoſed, I will venture to 


trouble my revered benefactreſs with a 


long and true recital of my wrongs. A 


fubdued ſpirit ike mine would” be con- 
tent to ſuffer ſilently theſe ills that cannot 
be remedied, did not an honeſt with to 
Prevent my character from being kurt 


in your opinion, induce me to ſpeak of 1 
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Viſtreſſes which I meant to bury with 
me in the grave. I have choſen this 


ſacred houfe for my aſylum. The 
lady abbeſs (who is a moſt reſpectable 


woman) has received me kindly; ; and 1 
mean to dedicate the remaining part of, 


I hope, a very ſhort life, to patience and 


prayer. Be aſſured, while I exiſt and 
retain my ſenſes, I ſhall never forget 


| the marks of friendſhip and benevolence 


which I received from you. Madame 
St. Severin will be remembered i in my 


lateſt prayers; and 1 truſt the Almighty - 


will make amends, by every bleſſing 
this world can give, for my inability fo | 


_ repay the obligations that I *owe her. \ 
My ſtrength "EY every day—indeed | 


how ſhould it be otherwiſe | My malady 
is far beyond the reach of human aid. 


The diſeaſe is in my mind, and the 


grave, to which I look forward with 
joyful hope, will ſoon afford me that 
peace which the world cannot give. I 


N : : . 
* A *; > * 
N E Se Y : ö 
bay = 4 RM 


2 . 
will not wound your ſuſceptible heart by 
entering farther on this ſubject ; vg for 
We preſent will ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Dear Madam, | DB 
Tour moſt grateful and affectionate, 
AvzLINE DE cover. 


As ſoon as 1 have leiſure to recollect 
every minute circumſtance of my life, 
(for thoſe that are the moſt trivial are 
the only pleaſant things I have to re- 
member, and the moſt agreeable to 
relate) I will employ myſelf in writing 
a full and true hiſtory ; and will ſubmit 
it to your peruſal the firft-Opportunity. 


WTLESE mM. 


From 2M 1 DE Mv RVILLE) : 
To the Abbe Sr. BERTIN. 


REVEREND FATHER, 

1 snovLD not think myſelf war- 
ranted, by my ſhort acquaintance 
with you, to make a requeſt, was it 
not on account of an abſent friend, 
Madame St. Severin, whoſe excellent 
Character cannot be unknown to you. 
She has commiſſioned me to render any 
offices in my power to Mademoiſelle 
de Courcy, who is in the convent de St. 
Croix, and to whom I hear you have fre- 


quent acceſs. I muſt, therefore, petition 
you to introduce me to that lady, who. 
from my friend's deſcription, I am pre- 
2X pared to pity and eſteem. I ſhall be 


at home all to-morrow morning, and 
. E | . uy , 8 if | 


if you will do me the favour to come 
over to my chateau, which is half way 


between Joigny and Dijon, I ſhall be 
happy to converſe with you on that 
ſubject. 
| I remain, with ſentiments of reſpect, 
| = Tow obedient humble ſervant, 
2, 4+. BLANCHE DE MURVILLE. 
| | Chateon de Murville, | 
 _- near Pont de Patriis. 
* EHT TEN IV. . 
| From Madame ST. Severin, 
| -__- To Mademoiſelle vx CouR cr. 


Fon letter has relieved me from 
the utmoſt. anxiety ! — Your reaſons . 


| for an abrupt departure I will believe 


NO Te CO NL IVES 
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to be juſt, and I ſhall wait pacienty 
dill it ſuits you to intruſt me with the 
ſecret of your heart. In the mean 
time, let me comure you, my dear, by 
thoſe religious principles you profeſs, 
to ſtrive againſt deſpondency; it is the 
ſnare into which weak minds inevitably 
| fall; but you, who are bleſſed with an 
| enlightened capacity, and who have 
faith in the Divine Power, ſhould prove, 
by your ſubmiſſion. and fortitude, that 
you can bear the arrows of affliction 
with patience, as you would have done 
the ſun-fhine of aten with an 
humble mind. \ 

If poverty is the eine N It 
which your ſpirits are ſubdued, you 
may expect aſſiſtance from the hand 
of friendſhip ; and your heart need not 
be averſe to receive from thoſe who are 


treaſurers of Fortune, and happy to 
Ae her __ | 
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If you are not miſerable on account 
of pecuniary diſtreſſes, but from being 
robbed of your happineſs by the de- 
ſigns of treachery and art, comfort your- 
ſelf with the thoughts of your own 
innocence; and think how many peo- 


ple groan under oppreſſion, cruelty, and -| 


wrong. —Why ſhould not you bear 
misfortune with as much heroiſm, as 
much patience, as others have done? 

If you have made a falſe ſtep, and 


have fallen from an honourable and vir- 


tuous ſituation, do not (as many erring 
ſinners have done) think yourſelf too 
far involved in guilt, to aim at a re- 
turn to virtue. There are many de- 
grees of criminality; and there is no 
Treaſon, becauſe you have ſlipped down 
one ſtep, you ſhould ſuffer yourſelf to 
fall to the bottom of the ladder. - I 
am not one of thoſe moroſe ſevere 
prudes, who can abandon a perſon 
| e 
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E becauſe they failed in one duty; I am 


not like many ſtrict moraliſts of my 
acquaintance, who will not allow that 


train of amiable qualities. 


= Ut you have loſt a beloved friend, 3 
can only adviſe you to believe, that 
3 Heaven foreſaw he would meet with 


various misfortunes in this life, and by 
taking him to a happier ſtate, kindly 


= exempted him from thoſe cares and 
XZ ſufferings which would have been his 


portion ee. 


As the continuance of my couſin 5 
illneſs (who I have brought to Orleans) 


makes it impoſſible for me to ſhew you 


any perſonal attentions, I have deſired 
a moſt reſpectable and intimate friend 
of mine, the Counteſs de Murville, to 
be my deputy : I Aatter myſelf you will 


receive her for my ſake, and 1 make no 


doubt you will experience from her 


every mark of kindneſs and civility. 
c 3 - Accept 


one error may be counterbalanced by a 
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„ 
Accept my beſt : and believe 
me 


Yeur affectionate Friend, 


f MARIE ST. SEVERIN. 


LETTER V. 


From the Counteſs pz MonviIIE, 


. os Madame r SEVERIN. 


| My DEAR MADAM, 


On the receipt of your letter J re- 
ſolved to try if 1 could gain acceſs 
to the unhappy perſon whom you 
recommended to me. I happened at 
that time to have buſineſs at Dijon, 
therefore it was no inconvenience to me; 
and if it had, I ſhould not have thought 
it any trouble to —_ with 5 re- 
* | . : 

I went 


„„ 

I went to the convent, but found 
Mademoiſelle de Courcy had given 
a ſtrict charge that no perſon ſhould 
be admitted to ther. The lady ab- 
beſs was filent upon her ſtory; aſ- 
ſured me ſhe had all the appearance. 
of a tranquil, refigned, and religious 
diſpoſition ; and that, except her confeſ- 
ſor and the Abbe St. Bertin, ſhe had 
not ſeen any one ſince ſhe came into 
the convent. She added, her intention 
was not to be a nun, but ſhe believed 
her reaſon for coming there was to find 
a temporary aſylum to ſcreen. her 8 | 
perſecution. \ 
When ſhe n the Abbe S. 
Bertin, I immediately had hopes f 
ſeeing her, as he was not unknown 
to me. As ſoon as I returned to the 
inn at Dijon, I wrote to him, and the 
venerable man came to me imme- 
OO! I had enforced my petition 
„ > C 4 with 
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with your name, and was happy to find 
he had imparted the contents of my 
letter to the fair ſufferer; and that when 
he mentioned me as a friend of yours, 
The expreſſed a deſire to cultivate my ac- 
quaintance. On the ſubject of her hiſ- 
tory he was ſilent, but his looks indi- 
cated that it was truly woeful. 
l went with him to the convent.— She 
received me with an air of mournful 
grandeur, which was expreſſive of a great 
mind ſtroggling with diſtreſs. Her man- 
ners were elegant, her converſation po- 
liſhed, and ſuch as might be expected 
from a woman of refined education, and 
clear underſtanding. The tone of her 
voice affected me, as it had done you; and 
when I mentioned your name, a tender 
look of ſatisfaction beamed from her 
eyes, and a ſoft but ſickly kind of ſmile, 
a ſomething between the expreſſion of 
tears and miles, Oey upon her face. 
FT. maar; 
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Nothing can be more perfect than her 
form, nor more ee than * 
countenance. 
I offered to repeat my viſts, the 
which ſhe thanked me; then turn- 
ing to the Abbe, ſhe ſaid to him, 


with a look of ſweetneſs, © How can 


I refrain from breaking through the 
laws 1 had impoſed on myſelf, when a 
| friend of Madame St. Severin is intro- 
duced to me by you?” _ : 
I have now, my dear Madam, ac- 
quitted myſelf in fome meaſure of 
the pleaſing taſk you deſired 'me to 
undertake ; and ſhall think myſelf very 


happy if I can in future contribute 


to the eaſe or comfort of this poor 
young woman. I have a great deſire 
to have the myſtery of her ſtory 'un- 
ravelled, which I ſuſpect ſhame alone 
prevents her from revealing: but from 
whatever ſource her misfortunes may 

have ſprung, her ſorrow and contrition 
are 
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ate a greater puniſhment to her than the 
cenſure of the world. A wounded con- 
ſcience, I am of opinion, is a more ſe- 


vere accuſer than any earthly ee 


ol our actions. 


LIT remain, lens Madam, 
Vour affectionate and obliged friend, 
BLAMcHE DE MURVILLE. 


From AveLIiNE DE Peter, 
To Madame ST. SEVERIN. 


RY L; had the honour, dear Ma- 


"iy of writing to you laſt, my de- 
clining health has reminded me of the 


neceſſity of performing my promiſe, and | 
of vindicating my character, while I am | 
able to give you a clear exact ac- 

count of my unfortunate life. 


to 1 


MV hiſtory will wear the colouring | 


of romance, but I aſſure you it is 
founded on truth. I have neither 
wiſhed to embelliſh or prolong it; 


1 have neither extenuated the faults 


of others, nor wiſhed to throw a veil 
over my own.—T beſpeak your pa- 


| tience for a long narrative, which it is 
neceſſary I ſhould begin from the ear- 
lieſt period of my exiftence, and intro- - 
= duce to you ſome .circumſtances and 
people, that would not deſerve your no- 


tice, if they were not ſo much con- 
nected with the events of my life, as to 


my ſtory. 


When you are acquainted with the 


nature of my misfortunes, I am ſure, 
ſo far from condemning me for ſink- 
ing under them not, you will wonder 
how I ſhould have ſurvived the firſt 
ſhock I was deſtined to meet with. 


. 


be requiſite towards the explanation. os \ 
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The Counteſs de Murville has, by her 
kindneſs, fully anſwered your expecta- 
tions, and in ſome meaſure alleviated 
my diſtreſſes.—She is entitled to my 
confidence; and the Abbe St. Bertin is 


i commiſſioned by me this day to entruſt 
V her with all he knows of me and my 
1 misfortunes. Allow me, dear Madam, 


to renew my grateful thanks to.you for 
your goodneſs to the unfortunate. 
_ ADELINE DE COURCY. 


HISTORY 
O F. 


ADELINE DE COURCY. 


My rk 5 mb was a younger 


brother, of the ancient and noble fa- 


ar of W had a ſmall . | 


= 61 — 
W icft him by an uncle in Lorraine; and 
IE was, at the age of thirty, deemed by 

W the court of France a proper per- 
| ſon to fill an important ſtation under 
government; in which he acquitted him 
ſelf ſo wiſely, that he gained great ap- 
plauſe from adminiſtration, and was ſoon 
after ſent to Rome in a public capacity. 
= He there became enamoured of Violetta 
Bernini, an Italian lady of great beauty, 
and noble family, but ſmall fortune, 
whom he married, and I was s the only ä 
x offspring of that union. 
In leſs than two years after my birth, 
my father was recalled, and he had not 
been long returned to his native country 
3 before he had the misfortune to loſe m 
3 mother, whom he ſincerely lamented; © 
and has often faid, had not my ſtate of 
W helpleſs innocence claimed his protec- 
tion and care, he does not think it would 
have been poſſible for THe to have long 
3 durvaved her. 


This 


Fall 

| This heavy blow was only the pre- 

22 to a ſeries of unfortunate events. 
Scarcely fix months were elapſed before 
0 elder brother died without children, 
ul, Sos it was naturally ſuppoſed, 
father would be heir; but he had 
3 with him on his marrying in 
Italy ſo much, as to have cut off the 
entail of the eſtate, (which it was in 
his power to do) and Jefe it to a diſtant 
couſin, _ | | 
_ My poor Phe hd a Girir of libe- 
rality which bordered on extravagance, 
During five years, that he poſſeſſed a 
lucrative and honourable place under. | 
government, he was ſo bad an aecono- | 

miſt as to ſpend every ſhilling of his 

income in deeds, which were then called 
generous, but have ſince been ſtyled 
imprudencies; and, when the king died, 
and a total change took place in the 
offices of ſtate, he found himſelf op- 
8 by a powerful faction, and retired 
from 
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Sin court abſolutely diſgraced, and in 
poſſeſſion only of a very ſmall fortune. 

— He left me to the care of an old aunt 

at Orleans, (who promiſed: to prefide 
over my education) and reſolved to go 
to the Weſt - Indies, to ſuperintend an 
eſtate which was left him there by his 
uncle: but this voyage did not anfwer 
his expectations the eſtate was rated 
far above its value; the land was poor, 
the crops bad; and after ſpe nding a 
conſiderable ſum in trying to improve 
it, the hurricanes deſtroyed the harveſt 
he expected to reap from his care and 
induſtry, and he returned in a few years 
to France, without being enriched. 

He now found his health and ſpirits 
ſo much hurt, and his circumſtances ſo 
narrow, that he reſolved to retire into 

Lorraine, to a ſmall farm, the remaining 
part of his uncle's bounty, and there 
paſs the remainder of =_ 1 in ee 
ful obſcurity. | 


9 1 is 


1 

He vas delighted, on approaching che 
: a: to obſerve the beauty of the ſitua- 
tion, and the fertility of the fields around 
it.—The barns were large, and filled 
with grain, the premiſſes in good re- 
pair; but he was grieved to find the 
farm-houſe too ſmall to accommodate 
him with a lodging, unleſs he incom- 
moded the tenant's family. 

In the valley beneath the farm was 
an old uninhabited houſe, which had 
once been a monaſtic building, and was 


the property of the Marquis de Rozan- 


court, an old acquaintance of my fa- 
ther's, (who had a caſtle about a league 
from thence, which his partiality for 
Paris prevented his reſiding at more than 
two months in the year). Charmed with 
the quiet retirement of the place, and 

4ts vicinity to the farm, my father wrote 
to.the Marquis, requeſting he would 
allow him to hire it ; which was granted 
"uy NAY at a low rent. 


Her E | 2 


: = 


n 


= - Here my father found himſelf quite 


- happy ; and after being there three 
1 months, he ſent for me to enliven his re- 
| treat. I was ſorry to leave my kind aunt, 
* but delighted with the thoughts of ſeeing 
c my father; and I ſaw the preparations for 
e my journey with all the pleaſure which 


WE young minds are apt to feel at the idea 
= of exploring new ſcenes. — A maid, who 
s had been with me from my earlieſt in- 


d RF fancy, and whoſe education had been 

1s WE pcrior to the common run of ſervants, 

1- was my attendant ; and her fidelity and 

a- attachment to me vill be ſufficiently 

ic exemplified in many parts of my life. 

or Notwithſtanding my joy at the 

an thoughts of the journey, when the mo- 

th ment of ſeparation from Madam d' Or- 
nd val, my aunt, arrived, I felt my heart 
te ready to burſt, and I ſhed tears of gra- 
1d WF titude and love. The good old lady 


gave me her bleſſing, recommended me 
o the care of Genevieve, and ſaw us 
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get into the diligence, which was our 


cCheapeſt mode of conveyance. 


My eyes were ſwoln with crying, and 
my heart heavy, for ſome miles. It was 
early in the morning, and ſcarcely light; 


but when the day advanced, and I grew 


more compoſed, I looked up to take a 
view of my fcllow-travellers. I found 


myſelf ſeated between my maid and a 


ſharp-faced prim man, whom | after- 


wards underſtood was an avecat. On 
the other ſide ſat a fat publican, faſt 
aſleep, and a ſhort red-nofed woman, 


who looked very conſequential, and was 
ſo vain of her filk gown, that ſhe almoſt 


buried under it a ſenſible-looking little 
man, who retired quietly into the cor- 
ner, and appeared to be an Abbe. I 
then ſurveyed the beautiful proſpects, 
and ſhould have made my remarks upon 
the different objects that amuſed me, had 


not timidity checked the vivacity of my 


. ſpirits.— Happy, moſt happy, 


99% _— 


JJ... crabs 


. 
furely is that age of innocent playful- 
neſs, when every trifle can excite: cu- 
rioſity, and every new ſcene enchant the 
imagination! | 

The ſilence was at laſt 3 bs the 


woman beginning to ſcold her huſband 


for ſages $3 Ig waking in a peeviſn 
humour, return'd her We ee with 
looks of anger. The avccat (Who 
ſeemed to aim at the character of a wit, 
and delighted in miſchief) ſpirited up 
the dee e man to make a keen 
reply; which ſo provoked the lady, that 
her lecture did not ceaſe till we came 
to the end of our firſt ſtage.—I was 
happy, however, to find in the evening 
her rage had ſubſided; but alas! in 


ker good-humoured moments ſhe was 
an everlaſting talker, and it was ſeldom. 


tie Abbe had an opportunity of ſpeak- . 
ing; when he did, his remarks were ſo 
judicious, all his expreſſions ſo plealing, 
and his looks ſo mild and engaging, that 
D 2 "IK ſe- | 
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I ſecretly wiſhed I might find my father 
Juſt like the intereſting character before 


18 


me. To my great concern, at the ſecond 
ſtage he took his leave of us, ſaying, he 
muſt wait there the arrival of a compa- 


nion, and, without having had the cu- 


riofity or the thought to aſk whither 
we were deſtined, he left us to purſue 
our journey. | 

On the third day we a at my fa- 
ther's retreat. I ſaw an old houſe, almoſt 
enveloped ina wood, near a beautiful 
green hill, on the ſummit of which 
ſtood the farm-houſe, and a little hamlet. 
On one ſide of our retired manſion was 
an old ruin, conſiſting of broken arches, 
terminated by an octagon building, 


which once had been a chapel, and now 


was almoſt overgrown with buſhes and 
trees. 

My father met us at the door of * 
kabiration—1 threw myſelf into his arms 


—1 looked for the Placid face of the 


Abbe, 


„ 


Abb, but ſaw a countenance expreſſing 
dignity and pride, and a brow marked 


with care. His perſon commanded re- 
ſpect, but, when he ſpoke, his features, 
relaxing from their uſual gravity, ſoften- 


ed into complacency. He inſpired me 


with awe mingled with affection, and 


as I ſaw the big tear force its way down 


his cheek, my heart beat in uniſon with 
his, and I wept on the boſom of my 


honoured father. I was at that time 
near fourteen years of age, docile in 


my diſpoſition, but lively in my con- 
verſation. —=I knew no cares, I had no 
ambitious hopes - my thoughts were 
gay and innocent - and my actions 


were thoſe of an artleſs being, who had 


never been taught to diſguiſe the ſenſa- 
tions of her heart. My father was 
charmed with my ſimplicity, and doated 
on a face that bore a ſtriking ſimili- 
tude to the features of his beloved Vio- 


letta. I became the joy, the comfort 
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of his heart, and by my mirthful con- 
verſation enlivened his retreat. 

I had early been taught to ſing, and 
to play a little upon the harp. My fa- 
ther had a great taſte for muſic, ant 
was delighted with my having a genius 
for it. He was a man not leſs conver- 
fant in literature than he was in the 
manners of the world. He had brought 
ſeveral inſtructive books (both in the 


hiſtorical and moral line) into his re- 


tirement. .Previous to my arrival he 


ſent to Paris, and added to his collection 


thoſe wherein amuſement was blended 


with inſtruction, knowing that young 


minds muſt be beguiled by degrees | into 
ſtudy. — He contrived to make my new 
| abode wear as cheerful an aſpect as poſ- 
fivle; and, to prevent the time from 
| paſſing heavily, or my feeling the want 
of ſociety, he taught me geography and 


' aſtronomy. We read together, and forne- 
times admitted my faithful ſervant” Ge- 


„ mien 
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nevieve to be of our party. We 
"walked, we fiſhed, we worked in the 
garden, and idleneſs was baniſhed from 
our peaceful habitation. Obſerving 
that I had a great deſire to explore the 
country farther than what lay within 
the compaſs of a walk, my father pro- 
miſed to buy a couple of mules in me | 
ſpring. 

Winter ſoon approached, and -althd 
on without bringing with 1t dulneſs or - 
ennut ; for my<ather had a moſt ex- 
cellent memory, a brilliant fancy, and a 
manner of converſing, both on gay and 
grave ſubjects, ſo as to intereſt and 

pleaſe thoſe who were his companions. 
In the ſpring he purchaſed the mules 
but before he would truſt me to ride 
with him, he choſe to try their ſafety, 
and to make them as docile as he could, 
for the purpoſe of carrying me. - 
One morning (on his return from 
what I thought muſt have been a won- 


D 4 = derful 


"Tp 
derful long ride) my father came home 
with an uncommon air of vivacity in 
his countenance —© Adeline,” ſaid he, 
« T have found a treaſure—do not ſup- 
poſe, my child, (obſerving my eager 
look and joyful actions) that I have 
_ diſcovered. a mine there are treaſures 
in this world more rare, and of greater 
value than riches. In a remote ſitua- 
tion like ours, forgotten as we are by 
one part of the world, and unknown by 
the other, who could ſuppoſe my deſtiny 
would ſend a dear and old friend to 
cheer my ſolitude? In a little hamlet, 
on the other fide of yonder hill, whither 
I ſuffered my mule to carry me, that 
unexpected, long abſent friend reſides. — 
As came down the fide of the hill I ſaw 
a figure ſitting under a tree, with a book 
in his hand. I meant not to interrupt 
his ſtudies, and was paſſing ſlowly by, 
but the ſound of my mule's feet (in a 
road fo unfrequented) caught his ear. 
b „ 
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He looked T's ſaw that revered, _ 
benign face, which once ſeen could never 


be forgotten in ſhort, I gazed aſtoniſhed 
at the Abbe St. Bertin. The joy and 


_ amazement. of the worthy man at ſeeing. 


me cannot be deſcribed ;, we embraced 


_ each other, and congratulated: ourſelves 


on this fortunate diſcovery; but the 
ſight of a ſtranger, and our appearance of 


\ ſurpriſe at meeting, made the villagers 


gather round us; and as I was afraid 
you would be uneaſy at my long ſtay, 
I parted from the Abbe, on his pro- 
miſing to borrow a little vehicle, be- 
longing to the principal farmer in the 
bamlet, in order to pay me a viſit chis 
evening.” 

Here my _ ended, and, with the 
impetuoſity of a girl who is delighted at 
any thing new, I ran to impart this 
amazing event to Genevieve, and from 


that time till the evening my thoughts 
| were employed how I ſhould beſt do 
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honour to my father's friend, and the 
firſt viſitor \ who Had graced our habita- 


tion. 
There was a little part of the grove 
that ſurrounded the ruins of the abbey, 


which we had formed into a garden; 


by the fide of it ran a clear ſtream, and 
on a bank above a few trees were fo 
happily ſituated that their boughs met, 

and hanging over, made a ſort of receſs. 
Here we had placed a ruſtic ſeat, made 
of fern, with a wooden table, and three 
chairs in it, for my father, myſelf, and 


Genevieve; I had planted honey- 


fuckles at the foot of the trees, which 


had twined round them, and were juſt 
beginning to blow; and here I reſolved 
to prepare for our gueſt ſuch a repaſt 


as our humble ſituation would afford : 

it conſiſted of coarſe brown bread, a 
large diſh of ſtrawberries, and cream 
in a wooden bowl. I then ran about 


the wood gathering wild roſes, which I 
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placed round a ſtraw hat to adorn my- £2, 
ſelf with, and put on a clean white 
jacket to make my appearance as neat 
| as poſſible. | 
| Before I was quite dreſſed 1 hard : 
| the dog bark, and I ran down as quick. - 
as I could to receive the viſitor ; but 
before I could arrive at the parlour door 


he was admitted. 1 heſitated a moment, 


| from a ſenſation of baſhful modeſty; 2 
but recollecting, though he was a 
ſtranger to me, he was my father's. 
friend, I reſumed my courage, and with 
a gay countenance entered the room. 


To my great ſurpriſe. and confuſion I 


perceived there were two people with 


my father; yet ſo much had ſecluſion 


from the world made the ſight of 
ſtrangers intimidating to me, tu I did 
| not even diflinguith the features of 
| either, but caſt my eyes on the ground; 


till my father took me by the hand, and 


laid, 4 Adeline, regard this gentleman | 
3 


rt Hoes 


„ 
as more than a relation, for he is A 
friend. Abbe St. Bertin, this is my 
daughter.” —I raiſed my eyes from the 
ground, and, to my infinite joy, beheld 
the ſame benevolent ſerene face that 
had charmed me ſo much in the dili- 
gence, Overcome with ſurpriſe I gave 
a ſhriek; I felt as if I at that moment 
found- a long-loſt friend, and the firſt 
impulſe of youthful joy tempted me to 
embrace the welcome gueſt ; but recol- 
lecting there was another perſon in the 
room, I checked myſelf, and, caſt my 
eyes on him. There, embarraſſment ſuc- 
ceeded to the innocent joy I had juſt 
experienced, and I grew inſtantly awk- |} 
ward, ſilent, and covered with bluſhes. I 
ſaw a handſome youth of ſeventeen years 
of age, whoſe countenance was full of 
ſenſibility, and his figure elegant be- 
yond any thing I had ever ſeen. He 
bowed to me with a modeſt yet grace- 
ful air, which I returned with a con- 
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W fuſcd fort of ſide- curtſey, and dared | 
not look that way again, till my father 
WM propoſed a walk in the garden. 
We adjourned to my favourite ſeat, 
== which both the viſitors were pleaſed to 
W commend. The Abbe talked a great 
= decal, reminded me of the quarrelſome 
W couple we travelled with, and by his 
cheerfulneſs and eaſe encouraged me to 
converſe with him. By degrees T grew 

z more familiarized to hear the ſound of 
other voices beſide my father's, and I 
began to laugh and talk with the Abbe. 

| without the timidity which I at firſt ex- 
| perienced. My only diſtreſs was, that 
as there were places but for three peo- 
ple in the fern ſeat, our young viſitor 
| was obliged to fit on the graſs. I made 
apologies to him on the occaſion, which 
he returned with the politeneſs one 
ſhould expect from a man who had 
lived in courts, rather than the civility 
of an unexperienced boy. His com- 
= ob. | Panion 


i 


. 
panion never mentioned his name, but 
encouraged him to converſe, and he 
diſplayed infinite pleaſantry and wit in 

his lively anſwers. 
ä The Abbe whiſpered my father, he 
had a great genius, an excellent capa- 
city, and the moſt generous and kind 
diſpoſition in the world. I overheard 
what he ſaid, and ſtole a look at the 
object of his praiſes. Senſe, candour, 
and liberality were written in his open 
' countenance, and good humour was ex- 
Preſſed in every ſmile. I admired his 
fine dark eyes, and grew envious of 
Bis hair (which hung in large ringlets 
on his ſhoulders,) becauſe I thought it 
more beautiful than my own. __ | 
=, At this moment the Abbe expreſſed 
wah to ſpeak alone with my father: 
they left me with the ſtranger and 
Genevieve, who was waiting on us. I 
was again embarraſſed, and a long 
ſilence enſued ; nor was it broken till 
5 1 5 1 one 
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tone of the roſes happened to fall from 
e my hat, which he took from the 
in iq | ground, and preſented to me. Ignorant 
how to behave, I told him he was 
he welcome to keep it, and, with the 
a- Laiveté that is natural to ſuch an artleſs 
nd character as I then was, aſked. him if 
rd he loved roſes? He replied, <© Some 
he Il roſes were much ſweeter than others. 
ur, : On this Genevieve propoſed my ſhew- 
en ing him our little conſervatory (if it 
.x- {MW deſerved the name); and thither ſhne 


his went before us, to open the door of a 
of ſmall ruſtic green-houſe, which joined 
lets to the aviary where I kept my birds. 
tit Wich a childiſh Gmplicity, I ſhewed 
him all the plants 1 had reared, and 
felt piqued at perceiving he did not 
praiſe them as I thought they deſerved; 
= We went' to the aviary, which was 
made of wire high enough to allow a 
little tree to grow in the middle: but 
here a melancholy event happened; for 
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1 48 1 
he careleſsly. left the door open, 10 


one of my priſoners eſcaped, which 
vexed me extremely, as it was a ſmall 


pigeon of a very particular breed, 


given to me by the wife of the man 
who hired my father's farm; I. red- 
dened with anger, and the tears came 
into my eyes, while the er made 


his excuſes to me. 


The reſt of our walk . in ſilence, 


and we joined the Abbè and my father 
at the door of the houſe. Here our 


viſitors took their leave, and my father 
was ſo delighted with the acquiſition of 
ſuch neighbours, that he made them 
promife to dine with us at the end of 


4 


the week. | 
When they were gone, a0 1 had 4 a 
little recovered my ſpirits, which ſuffer- 


ed for the loſs of the bird, I longed, 


from an impulſe of curioſity, to know 
the name of the younger viſitor, but I 
Was afraid or aſhamed ([ knew not 

3 | 
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RR to aſk a queſtion that would 


betray. the inquiſitiveneſs of myt tem- 
per. We talked of two or three in- 


different! ſubjects; at lat my father an- 


ticipated my wiſhes, by aſking me how: 
1 liked our new neighbours? I replied, 
The Abb is charming; he ſeems" to 

have a divine foul, and his converſa- 


| tion is a leſſon of improvement to all 
who hear him: as for the other——"_ 


and here I pauſed the tears again 
came into my eyes. Well !”” ſaid my. 


father, rather impatiently, and ſurpriſed 
at my ſeeming ſo much diſconcerted.— 
Indeed, Sir, I cannot help being ſorry 
any thing that looks ſo pretty ſhould be 


ſo awkward;” and here I, in the fullneſs 
of my heart, told the ſtory of my bird's 
elopement. My father laughed heartily, 
told me I was no longer an infant, and 
ought to be wiſer than to allow my 
temper to be ſo much diſcompoſed by 
trifles; that as I ſaw how inconvenient 
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and diſguſting an accidental awk ward- 


neſs appeared, I ſhould correct my own 
manners, and form my behaviour to 
the rules of good. breeding. Here, for 
the firſt: time ſince I came to the re- 
treat, I felt. my inferiority in point or 
knowledge of the world. I at that 
moment was ſenſible of my diſadvan- 

1 tages; 1 was aſhamed of my childiſn- 


neſs and ignorance; and feeling am- 


bitious to be a more N eabte com- 


panion, I anſwered rather angrily to his 


reproach, by ſaying, if I appeared de- 
ficient in manners, *twas for want of op- 
portunity to obſerve thoſe of others. 


My father was ſtruck with my words. 
He took me in his arms, and faid, 
«« Dear Adeline, J am but too ſenſible 


of this truth — Heaven knows, my 


child, I have nothing in the buſy ſcenes 
of life to regret ; yet I lament that my 


narrowneſs of circumſtances forces me 


to this retreat, and that I cannot. afford 


* 
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you thoſe adyantages which your Erd 
entitles you to receive. Do not think,“ | 
he continued, (feeing me weep with 


the idea. of having made an ungrateful 


ſpeech), © do nor think I am offendec 
at your honeſt frankneſs ; A 4 have long ” 
thought as you do. I have ſeen. 

thouſand awkward actions! in my Adeline 
that haye hurt my pride, and which an 
intercourſe with feminine characters of 


taſte ,.; + -anowledge alone can properly 


correct. The Abbe expeds, in a few 


days, a relation of his from Paris with 


his wife and two daughters; they are 


women of the world, and may be an 


improvement to you. My Adeline $ 
good ſenſe will teach her to diſtinguiſh 


effranterie from eaſe, affectation from] 


liteneſs: if you ſee any abſurdities, FRET 
an imitation of them; I You diſcern 


any perfections, endeavour to cop them. 


4 en 1 the Abbe we will 
1 LY 785 devote 
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devote a week to that agreeable. pur- | 
pole.” os . 

My father now called Genevieve, 
— her bring my harp 1 into the gar-= 
den, and we walked to the feat.” 1 
am ſorry,” ſaid my father, © for your 
loſs; the boy ſhould have been more 


careful, ] ſeized the opportunity, and 


faid, rather in a heſitating voice, © Pray, 
Sir, what is his name?“ He pauſed a 
moment—then anſwered, © Valzune.” 
At that inſtant Genevieve returned, and 
though my curioſity was by no means 
ſatisfied with his reply, I dared ſay no 
more, and therefore INE. to # m6 th and 

ſing as uſual. * TT” 
| _— night, when I went to bed, Ge⸗ 
nevieve aſked me, how I could be fo 


angry with that civil good-humoured 
boy, for happening to leave the door 


open? © He looked ſo much concerned, 
and begged your pardon,” ſaid ſne, in 


ſuch an engaging manner, that I was 
quite 


„ 


quite ſhocked to perceive your little : | 


heart ready to burſt with paſſion, and 
your eyes flaſhing fire at the ſubmiſlive 


| ſtranger. Iam form, if I had been you, 
and he had let every bird in the aviary | 

fly away, I could not have been ſo 
angry with him.” _ 


The words of Genevieve ten. 
me exceſſively; I knew myſelf in the 
wrong, yet I was diſpleaſed to be re- 


primanded by her. She continued her 
harangue, which I interrupted with only 
ſaying, © Genevieve, you do not love 


birds.” —She ſmiled at my reply, wiſh- | 


ed me a good night, and fue the 


door. 
When I was s kf Kh, & could not 


for ſome time ſettle myſelf to reſt—the 

events of the day crowded on my mind 5 
l thought of the bird I thought of 

Valzune —at length I fell aſleep, and 

dreamt. of both. — In the morning I 

| amen in better humour, and was 


E 3 ue 


- 1 34 1. | 
| pleaſed to think in three days ber 
friends would return. They did return, 
and 1 was happy to ſee them. Such 
an addition to our ſociety was à pleafant 
circumſtance. My reſentment to Val- 
Zune was gone; it had Teft no trace in 
my mind; and if it had, an inſtance of 
his attention muſt have removed it 
for he brought a wood-pigeon that 
he had taken from its neſt; he had tied 
à red ribband to its leg, and gave the 
fluttering bird to me, as a ſubſtitute 
for my Lot pigeon. This action de- 
lighted me amazingly. Our hearts are 
very apt to be charmed” by thoſe trivial 
_ _ attentions which are inconſiderable in 
themſelves, but expreſs a great deal. 
F 7 careſſed the bird, and ran to place it 
in my aviary, while the bright eyes of 
Vanlzune ſufficiently explained the gene- 
rous warmth of his heart, and the joy 
he had 1 in = ROY me amends for bod 
loſs. 


He 


to | 


L ds 1 
He was all ſpirits, all pleaſantry, the : 


reſt of the day, and I grew by degrees 


unreſerved and cheerful with him. In 


the evening, when they were to return, 
a violent rain came on, which induced 


my father to preſs their ſtaying with us 


all night, or ſleeping at the farm. 


Fearful of putting us to any incon- 
venience, they preferred the latter, but 
agreed to ſtay with us till it was time 
toad. | 
alzune had brought a SS 


in his pocket; the Abbe propoſed. our 


having a little concert in the evening; 
1 therefore took my harp, which I ac- 


companied with my voice, and played 7 
an Italian air. The Abbe was pleaſed 


to. commend me, and my father, who 


had an excellent baſs voice, joined us : 
in a trio. There is not any thing ſo in- 


linuating as muſic. When Valzune 


played on the flute or ſung, I fancied - : 
AI diſcovered charms in his countenance 


E4 | which 
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"which had not appeared beſore; | his 


ſmiles, his vivaciry was gone, but a ſort 
of intereſting melancholy ſucceeded. 
When it was too late for our gueſts 


to think of returning to their home, tlie 
rain had ceaſed, the fy looked beau- 


tifully ſerene, and the riſing moon caſt 


a ſilver light upon the groves. As 


| 3 was a path to the farm all the 
way from cur houſe (which, in future, 
1 ſhall call the Priory, a name it for- 
merly bore) my father propoſed dur 
wWallking with them up the hill. We 
fat down to a ſupper of fruit, and after 
nine o'clock began our oma Never 


Hall J forget that evening! As we came 
from the Priory, the moon ſhone full 
upon the ruins of the chapel; her broad 
beam pervaded through every arch; 


and as we aſcended be hill, we ſaw her 
: reflection in the clear boſom of the lake 


below. Theſe quiet fort of ſcenes 


* and diſpoſe the mind to melan- 


7 


Tal 


choly refteftions. Valzune offered mie 
his arm; I was a ſtranger to prudery 
and falſe delicacy, I therefore accepted 
his aid, and it ſeemed the ſhorteſt walk 
I had ever taken in my life - we ſaid lit- 


tle; but I believe we both thought much. 


The amiable Abbe and my father rea- 
ſoned on various topics, which were 
more learned than amuſing.” I ſtrove 
to attend to their diſcourſe, but could 


not; my thoughts were wandering; I 


made wrong anſwers to ſeveral queſ- 


tions they aſked me, and was aſtoniſhed 


and aſhamed at my own inattention. 


hill, the ſound of the bell below, pierc- | 
ing through the ſtill and vacant air, 
| ſeemed with a ſullen tone to announce 
the hour of ten. I felt as if it ſtruck 


upon my heart. Alas! ſaid Valzune, 


With a ſigh, «perhaps that melancholy 
bell has often rung the knell of a de- 
| n A in * Priory—it per- 
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Forms an ik 8 office, * 
it tolls forth our ſeparation — farewell 
TI know not when we are to meet 
3 1is words were dreadful to 
me; a weight; of Calan: ſorrow ſeized 
upon my ſenſes; my hand fell from his 
arm; I was mute with ſurpriſe; I 


i quired what I could not alk, but he 


made no reply. My father took me 
by the hand, I turned and walked 
with him down the hill in ſilence.— 


ſwered; a tear hung on my cheek : at 


laſt he mentioned the name of Valzune, 


and bit caught m attention. e Val- 
zune, ſaid he, . is going into Italy.” — 
am ſorry for it, was my anſwer; we 
have then only made acquaintance with 


theſe new friends to regret them.“ No, 


Adeline, continued my father, the 


p Abbe will be left.” 1 felt peeviſh at 


his fang froid on the on-. —,, Jagger, 
Sir, | 


— 


K „ 1 


Sir,“ faid I, “ the Abbe is very agree-- 


able, bur Valzune is younger.” “ And 
is he a more eligible c oat” er 
that?” cried my father, laug ; 
« No, Sir! but he is more cheerful.” "Wh 


ec Inn fon ſaid he, “ difference of 


ages will always cauſe reſtraint, You re- 
vere and admire the Abbey yet: 
Here! interrupted him. ö Do not, Sir, 
imagine Abbe St. Bertin can inſpire me 


with fear or reſerve—He is your friend, 


and in that character I love him—As 


a man of virtue, ſenſe, and learning, I 


eſteem him; but the ſportive ſallies of 


a young imagination render the diſ- 


courſe of Valzune more entertaining, 
though perhaps leſs inſtructive to me; 
and whenever I ſee him, and am laugh- 
ing and talking with that pleaſant boy, 


1 'am ſorry it was not 1 _—_— 


ſuch a brother,” - 7 


Genevieve 


The reſt of our walk was in Shiite: 25 
When we came home, my father called 
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1 
Genevieve to give her ſome family or- 
ders, and I went into my chamber. 
When ſhe came to me, I aſked her, with 
an eagerneſs of curioſity, what ſhe knew 
concerning Valzune? She told me her 
maſter was going to write a letter of 
recommendation for him to Signor 
Viotti, one of my mother's relations at 
Rome, which ſhe was to take early in 
the morning, when he expected a letter 
from his father to decide whether he 
.- was to ſet out immediately for Italy. 
This news made me very forrowtul, but 
from no other cauſe, as I then thought, 
but that of loſing a young gay compa- 
nion, which was ſo great 2 9 in our 
5 Tate of retirement. 
IJ awoke very early, od 805 1p 
the ſun was juſt riſen - the flowers were 
delightfully refreſhed: by the rain, and 
I walked to the aviary, for 'want of 
. ſomething to make me gay. The ſight 
of my wood-pigeon brought Valzune 
Tory: | 1 Into 


F & ] 
into my mind] faſtened the ribband 
he had given me round the bird's leg, 
and carried him with me to the ruins 
of the chapel, there, ſitting on one of 
the mouldering columns (that lay on 
the ground almoſt covered with moſs 
and wild thyme that grew among the 
graſs) ] carefled the bird he made 
an effort to fly — When, looking at the 
fluttering captive, I exclaimed, . Ah 
little traitor, will you be ungrateful 2 — 
will you leave me like your maſter'! 
At that moment I heard: a noiſe be- 
hind me, and turning my head haſtily 
round, I diſcovered Valzune. I was fo 
much ſurpriſed and confuſed that I 
ſtarted up, and gave a ſhrigk. —He 
took me by the hand, and: A8 
for having alarmed me - ſaid he awoke 
earlier than uſual, and wiſning to ex- 
plore the reliques of this gothic build- 
ing, had walked out before the Abbè 
Was e and ſearching among the 
ruins 


0.7” 
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ruins TR) found an old box, which he 

Vas inſpecting behind one of the arches 
when I came in; adding, with a look of 
ſatisfaction, that he was amply gratified 
ſor the trouble he had had in opening 
the box, by ſeeing me beſtow ſo much 
attention on the wood-pigeon, whoſe 
lot he envied. If I was that happy 
bird, Adeline, continued he, * I ſhould 
never wiſh to fly from you.“ Not 
knowing what anſwer ta make, I pro- 
poſed inſpecting the contents of the 
box. We ſat down together - placed 
it on my knee the firſt things we found 
were a roſary and crucifix, a ſtring 
almoſt mouldered away, to which was 
faſtened a medallion, engraved with 
ſome myſtic characters on one fide, and 
two hearts united on the other; and 
under this a parcel, which was much 
impaired by time and the dampneſs 
ol the place; ve could not diſtinguiſh 
ting on the outſide, but, taking 
fe 8 N 
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a parchment out of the cover, Valzune 
read as follows, in a hand hardly legi- 


ble from the decayed. Kuen of the me 
and way old ee 5 Ks, Os 


. I © 0Q 


8 "pins - 6 La 113 _ 


6: 1 th laft murmurings of 2 


broken ſpirit ſhould reach beyond the 
grave, and in fome future age this box 


become the prey of ſacrilegious h 
let them reſpect my ſorrows, and pre- 


ſerve the relics The hand that pens 


theſe lines will then be mouldered into 


duſt — ſoon will this aching boſom be 


at reſt this rebel heart at peace within 
its cell, and every earthly care be end- 
ed. Reader the wretch who addreſſes 
chee, is now expiring - his dim and 


| languid eyes will ſcarce direct his hand 
to write, and my ftrength almoſt deſerts 


me when * with to relate the Torrows. 
of my life. 


of Laney in this laſs 4 ape 1 
have buried in religious ſilence, during 
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the ſpace of five long years, the ſtory 
of my woes. Reader! if thou haſt a 
ſoul for ſenſibility, pity my weakneſs, 


and beware of love — tis this that 
brings me to the grave tis this that 
wrings my heart. Amidſt my prayers, 
the name beloved will paſs my tongue; 


and, in the hours of penitence, my Iſa- 


belle cannot be forgotten. 

] loved her more than all the world, 
I loved her (ye celeſtial ſaints, forgive 
me!) I loved her more than honour. 
Forbidden by the duties of the profeſſion 
J had embraced. to marry, and re- 
ſtrained by morality and virtue from 
wiſhing to ſeduce her, the agonics of 


mind that I endured, the conflict I 


ſuſtained, cannot be deſcribed ;:and had 
not my. vows of celibacy forbid the 
union, her imperious father, proud of 3 
high birth and immenſe poſſeſſions, 


would have ſpurned a; lowly man like 


me, Who was of mean extraction, and 


de void 
* 


K . 1 


devoid of fortune. To be brief, — 5 


conquered my religious ſcruptes. I 


had a friend in the town of Beſangon, 
who was a proteſtant prieſt; him I con- 
fulted, and Ifabelle agreed that he 


ſhould marry us in ſecret. Alas! we 
loved, and thought not of the future; 
but fate frowned upon this clandeſtine 


union.—I had broken my monaſtic 
vows, and the crime was to be chaſtiſcd 


in the way moſt cruel to myſelf. 
« Several months after our connex- 
ion, the®illneſs of my father obliged 


me to leave Befangon : : I was attending 
on him at Veſoul when 1 received this 


letter: 


To Antoine. | 

© IT is decreed by Heaven, that 
guilt ſhall not eſcape puniſhment.— 

Oh Antoine! I could bear every mi- 

ſery, every pain in nature, betrer than 
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8 66 5 
contempt of an unfeeling world, and 
to the reproaches of a family whom 


I have diſhonoured. The prieſt who 


married us is dead, and my crime 
can no longer be kept ſecret; yet 
ſomething within me whiſpers, it will 


only be divulged i in death. I am as 
unable to ſurvive the public loſs. of 


honour, as I ſhould be to ſurvive 


the loſs of your affection. I cannot 


bear to expoſe your character; nay, 
if I proclaimed myſelf your wife, 
who would believe it? My fſpuits 


are fubdued—my frame is ſhaken— 


and the thoughts of your love for 


me, and the pangs you would ſuffer 
at my loſs, alone ſupport me. My 
ſoul lingers on earth, and feels re- 
© luftance at the idea of death, only 
for your ſake, Write to me—ſpeak of 


« patience, but not of comfort, for peace 
18 become an alien to the wretched 
© ISABELLE.” 


_ « Stung 


>" ES 1 

« Stung to the heart with this deſpair- z 
ing note, 1 ban ſont. 8 n 
a" 


8 Lav not my / Iſabelle 4 — 
0 Heaven knows, impoſſibility alone | 
prevented us from marrying publicly. 
< How then is that a crime in us, which 
© would have been our glory, had my 
_ * profeſſion allowed us to avow it? 
« Oh! my friend, my wife | it is true 
that this public ceremony is wanting; 
but the union of our hearts is equally 
< pure and indiffoluble as if it was f 
< ſanCtified by the approbation of the 
© world, Nature and love have licenſed 
an attachment that was not allowed 
* by the laws of our country. We 
© have obeyed their voice, and ſpurned 
thoſe obſtacles that were framed only 
2 by the ſevere rules of monaſtic law- 
© givers, This has been our crime ; 
for, Heaven knows, had it been in 
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the power of Antoine to marry Ia- 
belle publicly, he would have rejoiced 
in leading her to the altar. I ear- 
neſtly intreat you not to encourage 
deſpair. Let us fly, my love, to 
ſome leſs ſevere and happier clime, 
where the legality of our connexion - 
may not be queſtioned, and where 


we may hve contented, though in 


poverty. I do not deſire any part 
of your father's wealth. There is no 
ſituation in life that can prove. irk- 
ſome to me, if Iſabelle is my com- 
panion. Be comſorted, deareſt of 
women. be patient till my arrival. — 
As ſoon as I can leave my father, I 
ſhall fly to you, and we will conſider 
on the molt eligible plan for: your 

ſafety and my happineſs. 


© Farewel, 
c Your ever fil, 


© AnToins,” 


Eu My 


T 6 1 
. father now grew better, and T 
reſolved in two days to leave him; 
but the day before that on which I 
meant to ſet out for the town where 
Habelle lived, I received, by ar un- 
known perſon (who left it at my father's 
houſe without aſking for an anſwer) 
theſe words, written Reith a trembling 
hand, and rendered almoſt unintelligi- 
ble by the tears 85 which they were 
' blotted : | | 


My on fats have Joe their 
F worſt my deſtiny is decided. Oh 
Antoine! your kind but fatal letter 
has been replete with ruin to your 
Iſabelle - It was intercepted by my 


father, and all is diſcovered -I can 


* write no more — Alas! what ſhould 
I write? Silence would beſt become 
a _—_— like me Publicly diſgraced, 
have nothing more to do but to 
8 N 8 with ſhame.— Antoine! do 
F 3 20 8 5 


E 

* noe forget me.— Ten are the only 
* one who can love the memory of 

| | #5 " ISABELLE.” 


* T trembled with agitation on IM 
ing this letter. E got on horſeback. 
immediately, and travelled day and. 
night till I reached the town of Beſan- 
don (where ſhe lived), I waitedall the 
evening, in hopes I ſhould ſee ſome 
ſervant come out of her father's. 
houſe, who might convey a meſſage 
from me to Ifabelle. Night came on, 
and I ftill hover'd round the dwelling 
that contained my love. The ſkies 
were obſcured with heavy and dark 
clouds, lightning flaſhed in the horizon, 
and diſtant founds of awful thunder 
were heard. It ſeemed as if Heaven: 
reproved me for my fault the ele- 
ments appeared to conſpire againſt me. 
— With a wounded conſcience I proſtrat- 
2 WINE on the cold ground before the 


Searcher, 


E 7 


Searcher of all hearts. At that mo- 


ment the door of the houſe opened 
It ſeemed illuminated] ruſhed for- 
ward, and met in the entrance a train 
of people clothed in white, with lighted 
torches in their hands. Oh, Heaven! 


they were meſſengers of misfortune in- 


ſtead of joy A coffin followed, At 
that ſight a en prefage filed my 
mind—my blood ſeemed to ſtagnate 


in my e I had ſcarcely breath 
to aſk whoſe corpſe they carried. 


When the name of Iſabelle burſt from 
the lips of thoſe who ſcattered roſes in 
the procefſion, I felt as if a thunder- 
bolt had cruſhed me into atoms. 
IT was a ſenſation as if total annihila- 


tion muſt enſue All the faculties of 
my ſoul were ſuſpended, and I fell 


ſenſeleſs on the earth. 


«© When I recovered from my Jas 


trance, the proceſſion was gone, the 
doors: were barred, - I heard only the 
. E Pa den 
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ſolemn tolling of the bell, and I found 
mylſelt attended by a charitable friar, 
who was paſſing that way, and had. 


compaſſion On. me. © 


5 Frantic with deſpair; and 3 


| ing what I meant to do, I ſtarted from 
the earth, 1 ſtaggered to the door, and 


rapped e ee notwithſtanding his 


entreaties, till it was opened by an old 
ſervant, who was remonſtrating with 


me, when the father of Iſabelle ap- 
peared. Wretch!' ſaid that vene- 
rable grey- headed man, * *tis enough 
to have robbed me of my daughter ! 
profane not theſe walls with thy pre- 
ſence, nor with impipus ravings dare 
to diſturb her departed ſpirit. If thou 
haſt a ſoul capable of contrition, 80 f to 
a convent, and repent.” 
« As he ſpoke 1 gazed on his pallid = 
face; his eyes were ſunk in his head, 
and almoſt dim with age. I ſurveyed 
his altered counteriance, his limbs 
b bending 


FHF 


bending under the heavy preſſure of 


affliction. I dared not caſt a ſecond 
look; my heart ſeemed to die within 


me; I turned my eyes abaſhed upon 


the ground. The friar, who knew my 
name, ſeized that moment of quiet 
ſorrow to convey me to the houſe of 
a relation of mine in that town to 


the houſe, alas! where I firſt became 


acquainted with Iſabelle. A fever fuc- 


ceeded to this ſullen calm. I lay in a 


raving ſtate for the ſpace of three days, 


and recovered my reaſon only to lament 


my crime and my misfortune more 


bitterly—Life was hateful to me, and I 
prayed to die; yet Heaven, perhaps, 


was merciful to decree that I ſhould 


live and ſuffer, in order to have time 


to expiate my fault by the force of 
my repentance, and by the has of 


my prayers. 

« When I was e Goficiently to 

bear the R * was told by my 
15 . couſin 
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Ak that my letter to Ifabelle was 
5 her father at a time 
when ſhe was confined by illneſs to her 


chamber, and appeared to be in a weak 


and languiſhing ſtate of health. His 
indignation conquered every tender ſen- 
timent, and burſting into her apart- 
ment with the fatal paper in his hand, 
he charged her with an attachment of 
which her conſcience too ſtrongly con- 
victed her, inſiſted on her promiſing 
never to ſee me more, and, flinging the 
letter on a table, left the room. The 
unhappy victim heard him in ſilence, 
took the opportunity to write the few 
lines ſhe ſent me on the inſide of the 
cover, and, with an appearance of reſig- 
nation and calmneſs, charged her ſer- 
vant to ſend them to me by a truſty 
meſſenger; but this compoſure was the 

laſt effort of her exhauſted ſpirit—'twas 
the cruel prelude to a dreadful change. 

She commanded her maid to leave the. 
5 | 2... x 


wt 


room,. a was ſoon after heard 5 
groan, and pray fervently at intervals. 


Her mother, having learnt the affli cting 
news of her ſituation, came into her 


apartment, and found her in the pangs 
of labour - aſſiſtance was inſtantly pro- 


cured but my Ifabelle expired, 


and the hapleſs infant (brought ſo pre- | 
maturely | into the world) did not ſur- 


| vive its unfortunate mother. 
This melancholy tale was yet freſhs 


in my mind, when the tidings came to- 


me of my father's death. I had now 
no tie left to bind me to the world, + Þ 
therefore reſolved to retire from it, and 


to fix my relidence in this monaſtery: 
Here I have experienced that change of 


place and length of time may cure 


many diſeaſes of the mind, but cannot - 
aſſuage thoſe pains that ariſe from a 


ſenſe of our own miſdeeds. This little 


taliſman, given me by Tſabelle, and a 
book. in which ſhe had written my 


Name, 


Ib 


„hn 
rame, were all the treaſures I poſſeſſed; 
theſe I had often ſwore to keep till 
death, and in death only will I part. 
with them.—In theſe monaſtic walls 
hoped to find repoſe for my ſoul, but 
in vain. The ſilence, the gloom, the re- 
ligious ceremonies of the place, in- 
creaſed my melancholy. Often by a. 
faint lamp within my cell have I invok- 
ed the ſpirit of Iſabelle; my ſobs, my 
_ cries, have echoed through the dome, 
and diſturbed my brethren from their 
peaceful ſlumbers. Every night the 
fad proceſſion has ſeemed to ſwim be- 
fore my eyes, and glide along the vene- 
rable aiſles. In my dreams the voice 
of Ifabelle has ſtruck on my affrighted 
ears, and made that ſleep a torment to 
me which brings refreſhment to the in- 
nocent. Continual grief, continual ter- 
rors, have at length ſubdued my frame. 
J have been gradually falling into a 
decline ever ſinee I came into this 

| abode. - 
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abode. My meagre figure i is only now 
the ſhade of what it was. Often, when 
1 in prayer lift up my feeble emaciated 


hands towards Heaven, I ſtare with 


_ amazement at their change. My al- 


tered looks ſurpriſe my pious brethren 


they ſee me waſting to a ſkeleton ; they 
endeavour to reſtore my health by me- 
dicinal aſſiſtance; but they have no 
balſam which can heal the mind. —=I _ 
now have poured out the ſecret of my 
ſoul; yet ſuch a crime as that T have 7 


committed would make my memory a 


ſcandal to the ſociety I die among—it 
ſhall therefore be buried in the earth; 


and if at ſome remote period theſe 
already decaying walls ſhould be eraſed, 


and another building erected on the 
ruins, perhaps this memorial of my 


errors and my afflictions Peng be dil 
. covered. 


© Reader! cake warning ; by the fate 
of lfabelle and the forrows of An- 


toine. 
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doine. Beware of love; avoid tempta- 
tion, or learn to reſiſt it. Remember 


5 4 this leſſon, offered to you. * the . 


. | © Aurora,” 


Whilſt Valzune was 1 his of 
fecting paper, I was almoſt ſuffocated 
with ſympathetic grief, natural to an 
-artleſs girl, who wept over a romantic 
tale. My tears fell on my boſom, and 
when he ceaſed I ſobbed like a perſon 
who was ſuffering ſome heavy calamity. 
After a conſiderable ſilence, I grew more 
calm, and raiſed my eyes to Valzune. 
4 ſaw by his countenance he felt for the 
| lovers as much as | did, but with a 
more ſedate and reaſonable concern. I 
Vas aſbamed-of my own folly, in giving 
way to ſuch a violent and childiſh grief; 
and ſmiling on Valzune through my 
tears, ſaid, Let us be gone. Ves, 
he replied, < we Will go; but this box 
— 4. „% é 


[9] 
ſhall be yours. Nay,” continued I. 
ce as we have trodden upon conſecrated 


ground, and been equally. guilty of dif. 


turbing the manſions of the dead, who 
are interred among theſe mutilated 
columns and broken tombs, tis right 


Valzune, this taliſman ſhall be yours: 
God forbid the misfortunes of Antoine 
and Iſabelle ſhould be annexed to it! 
Their love, and not their crime, has 
given it value, and it ſhall be your's. 
Perhaps, if you diſdain the giſt, yet 
you may keep it for my ſake, and think 
of Adeline when you are far from her.” 
—< need no token of remembrance,” 


he replied, © from you——how is it 


poſſible Adeline ſhould- ever be for- 
gotten? Yet I will wear it for your fake, 
my fair friend, and whenever I return 


it to you, be affured it will be as the 


token of my death; for till the hour 
| of dflojurion. it ſhall hang: round my 
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neck, and be the companion of my 
heart.” —Saying this he raiſed my hand 
to his _ De . ˖ 85 his 
— 
When he was gone, I fancied 1 had 
omitted ſaying a thouſand things about 
his journey, and wiſhed to aſk as many 
queſtions, but it was too late; 1 
Jooked up the hill, and ſaw him haſten- 
ing towards the farm; my eyes purſued 
Hin, till a clump of trees concealed him 
from my fight -I went into my fa. 
vourite ſeat in the garden, after having 
replaced my wood-pigeon, but I could 
not attend to reading I had no ſpirits 
to ſing - I could not think of any 
thing that pleaſed me, yet I wiſhed to 
be alone; and I ſtayed there till Gene- 
vieve ſummoned me te breakfaſt. 
In a few days after I had the fatis- 
faction to hear that Valzune's journey 
was poſtponed till the aurumn. I was 
10 enn of doing * thing im- 
5 Propet 


(#1 


proper in expreſſing my joy, and ſo 


unuſed to diſguiſe my thoughts, that I 


| jumped about the room like a wild 
thing, and made my father laugh at 


my najvets on the occaſion, when I de- 


clared how happy I was in the thoughts = 


of ſeeing. the dear boy again.—The 


ſummer paſſed on moſt happily. Val- 


zune found a ſhorter way through the 


woods to the Priory, by which means 
it was within the compaſs of a walk.— 


He was for ever bringing me flowers, 


birds, and whatever he thought Would 
be acceptable to me. We danced, we 


Se, we read together, and our in- 
nocent amuſements were licenſed by 
the approbation and preſence of 50 
| father and the Abbè. 


J do not recollect any particular eyent 10 


happening 1 in the ſuramer, except that 
once, when we Were all T iding Out, my 


mule fell with me, and I received a 
bruiſe on my arm, when the exceſſive 
. . fright” 
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fright of Valzune, and his: joy at my 
recovery, were proofs of the goodneſs 


and tenderneſs of his heart; that heart, 


indeed, contained every noble, generous, 
and honourable ſentiment, blended with 


the ſoſteſt feelings of + humanity. 3 2 


The autumn came too ſoon; Valzune 


took his leave, and ſat out, attended by 
an old ſervant, for Italy. 1 felt quite 
lonely and heavy-hearted after his de- 

parture, but was ſoon obliged to exert 


myſelf in order to go with my father to 


Abbe St. Bertin's, where we were to 


meet Monſieur and Madame de Ronſal, 
with their two daughters. I had in that 


family a full ſcope for obſervation and 


improvement. Monſieur de Ronſal and 
his lady had lived many years in ſplen- 


dour at Paris, where their eldeſt 


daughter (who was a widow when they 


came to the Abbe's) married the Baron 
de Luzane, with whom ſhe lived for 


a ew months i in a ftile of magnificence, 


EL 


and among the firſt people of che court. 


She was a woman diſtinguiſhed for ele- 
gance and politeneſs ; nothing could be 
more eaſy than her manners, nor more 


pleaſant than her converſation. She 


was a woman of Taſte and genius, had 


read a great deal in the younger part of 
her life, and had cultivated her mind 


with every uſeful ſtudy, which enabled 


her to be on a footing, in point of 


knowledge and argument, with the 


Abbe and my father, though ſhe could 


deſcend to converſe at times with us on 
the moſt frivolous ſubjects, and was by 
no means vain of her ſuperior talents. ' 


Mademoiſelle de Ronſal, her ſiſter; 


had infinite wit and repartee, was 
prettier than the Baroneſs, and coquet- 
tiſh in her manner, but perfectly good- 
humoured, and amuſing in her conver- 


ſation. Monſieur de Ronſal's paſtion 
was antiquity, and his foible family * 


Pong his lady had been a beauty in 
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betray an impertinent cu 


(WW © 
her youth; 2nd was highly. "RR 3 VE 
had retained her graces, though her 


5 features were no longer beautiful, and 
her air and manners were inſpired by | 


that dignity ariſing from conſcious pride 
of hereditary greatneſs.—Such was the 


family we went to meet, and from them 
J attained a knowledge of people and 


manners that I was ignorant of before. 


The vivacity of Juliette de Ronſal 
amuſed me; but the penſive looks and 


placid manners of the Baroneſs were 
much more intereſting, —conſequently, 
though the youngeſt ſiſter was moſt 
frequently my. companion in my walks 


 andchildiſhgambols, Madame deLuzane 


was the perſon I ſelected. for my friend. 
I frequently thought of Valzune, but 
dared not aſk. any queſtions of the 
Abbe. concerning him, leſt it n 


J often walked alone in a a lie gra 8 


3 
Abd?'s houfe, becauſe I had heard Mm 
ſay Valzune uſed to walk there, and I 
experienced a mournful pleaſure in 
thinking 1 ſurveyed thoſe trees Whick 
had ſo bes afforded him a ſhelter from 
| burning rays of the fin. I found 
th name of Adeline inſcribed on one 
of them, which gave me no other 
emotion than what was cauſed by the 

ſurprize of knowing he had thought of 
me in the ſame grove where 1 it was now 

my deſtiny to think on him; 
Winter came on apace. Madame * 
Ronſal and her youngeſt daughter were 
anxious to go to Montpellier, more 
for an augmentation of ſociety than 
for the reaſon they gave, which Was, 
that the Baroneſs, on account of the 
delicate ſtate of health ſhe had been in 
{cauſed by her unwearied attendance on 
her huſband in his illneſs) had been 
ordered by the phyſicians" to paſs the 
winter there. The whole family peæti- 
| G 3 5 tioned 


- 


2 


tioned ſo ſtrongly that I might'accoms 
| pany them, that my father (who wiſhed- 
to give me every advantage and amuſe- 
ment) agreed for me to go. I Was 
uneaſy at leaving him to paſs the win- 
ter in the Priory alone; but he would 
not. quit the ſuperintendance of the 
farm; and the Abbe, who'had hired. | 
the little cottage he inhabited for a year, 
| promiſed to ſpend much. of his time 
with my father. . ä 
Genevieve ſeemed more delighted at 
the thoughts of our removal to Mont- 
pellier than I was, yet 1 will confeſs 
that novelty was not without its charms; 
and after the pang of parting from my 
father was over, I gave myſelf up to 
the pleaſing thoughts of going to a 
new place, and having an opportunity 
of being among new people. : 
 __ Monſieur de Ronſal hired a large 
hotel, and kept open houſe for all the. 


people whoſe firuation was ſuch as to 
| entitle 0 


c * tk Yo 
entitle them to a reception. We par⸗ 
took of every gaiety the place could 
afford, had dances and petits ſoupers 
continually, which at firſt delighted me 
extremely; but I ſoon grew weary of 
the eternal routine of diſſipation we 
were engaged in, and remonſtrated with 
Juliette on her exceſſive love of admi- 
ratio and gaiety. She rallied me on 
what ſhe termed a romantic idea of 
philoſophy, and was ſurpriſed to ſee 
me often ſteal from the gay ſociety to 
paſs a quiet hour in rational converſa- 
tion with the Baroneſs, whoſe health 
did not permit her always to join the 
party, and from whom I ever derived 
improvement; a 
Among thoſe ladies Whit Wien us 
to their aſſemblies was the old Baroneſs 
de Verdun. At her houſe Þ on 
ing met a gentleman, who, I wy 
wards learnt, was ſon of my father's 
| old friend, * 3 de Rozancourt. 
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1 
He was about four-and- twenty, of a 


remarkable fine figure, had all the ad- 


dreſs of a man converſant with the 


world, and beauty enough to make it 
impoſſible for him to paſs, even in a 


crowd, unobſerved; but 1 diſcerned an 
air of ſupercilious pride under the thi 


veil of feigned civility; every thing he 


faid ſeemed: the effect of deſign, and 
his actions were more artfully ſtudied 
than naturally graceful. His figure, his 


rank, his poliſhed manners, and the 


elegance of his dreſs, attracted the no- 
tice of all the company. He was po- 


hte to every one, but particularly ſo to 


though his converſation proved, 
that he conſidered me as an ignorant 
fooliſh girl, who would be too vain of 
his condeſcenſion and. preference not to 
give credit to all the flattering ſpeeches 


he could make uſe of. 


It happened that Madame fo Ronſal 
and ber daughter Juliette were gone 


to 


0 : ; 
to 10 play, und: Madame de Luzane 
went with me to the Baroneſs de Ver- 

dun's, on the ſuppoſition of meeting a 
very few people. Fortunately for me 
our acquaintance with Madame de Ver- 
dun had been of ſo ſhort a date, that 
| ſhe ſuppoſed me to be à relation of the 
Savron family, knew me only by the 
name of Adeline, and imagined I lived 
with them, which prevented her being 
able to inform Monfirur Rozancourt of 
my place of reſidence, or any particulars 
about me. He was only on a viſit of 
ceremony to her, in paſſing through! the 
town, and I ſaw him no more at Mont- 
pellier. The: Marquis, his father, had 
only been once to his chateau, and 
that was juſt before I came to the 
Priory, conſequently, though ſome 
viſits had then paſſed between him and 
my father, I knew nothing of his 
family, and was e to find he : 
had a ſon. 
| The 1 
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The winter was nearly over; I be- 


gan to grow impatient to fee my father, 
and was wiſhing to propoſe my return 


home, when Monſieur de Savron re- 
ceived the news that his preſence was 


neceſſary at Paris, where he was en- 


gaged in a proces. The lively Juliette, 
who longed to appear in more faſhion- - 


able circles than thoſe Montpellier 


could afford, perſuaded her mother | 
alſo to be of the party, and they wrote 
ſuch preſſing letters to my father for 

to accompany them, that he con- 
, 1 felt ſome reluctance at the 


thoughts of this journey; but my friend- 


ſhip for the Baroneſs, and her earneſt | 


ſolicitations, induced me to acquieſce. 


At Paris a new ſcene was unfolded; 
I ſeemed to move in the grand theatre 
au monde, and was drawn more by 


the perſuaſions and example of others, 
than by my own inclination, into a 
vortex of difipation : we were at every 


public 


£9] 


| uk ſpectacle. The ſpring was far 
advanced, but Paris was juſt at that 
time particularly gay, on account of a 


marriage in che royal family. 


At one of the balls I. happened to 
| dance with Count Zodiſki, a Poliſh 


officer, who early in life had; on ac- 


count of his mother's ſecond marriage 
with the Baron de Luzane (the father of : 
my friend's huſband) reſided ſo much in 
France as to acquire a perfect know- 
ledge of the- language, and to have 
formed liaiſons of friendſhip with many 
of the inhabitants. He lived very 


much in the circle: of his mother's 
friends, and had for the widow of his 
late brother as much affection as if ſhe 
had really been his ſiſter. He was 
about forty: years of age, and of a 


gentleman- like appearance, univerſally: 


admired for his talents, extolled for his 


bravery, and. reſ pages: for the integrity 7 


_ of his heart, - | 
The 
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"The deportme | 
tinctured wich that ſort of pompous 
gravity which marks the ſolemn cox- 
comb or the conſequential man of 
Feience ; it was ſedate, but not ſerious. 
He wore a blue ribbon with a gold 
croſs at his boſom, which was enamelled 
with red, having a white border, and 
_ four flames between the points of the 
croſs; on one ſide was the Poliſh eagle, 
with the white croſs and electoral 
Tword on its breaſt; and on the other, 
the king's cypher, encircled with this 
motto: Pro fide, reg, et lege.” 
This order of knighthood I after- 
wards learnt was conferred on him by 
the king of Poland for his ſignal ſer- 
vices in the army; and when I obſerved 
that he appeared to uſe his right arm 
awkwardly, a lady, who ſat next to me, 
mentioned kis having received a wound 
in the laſt battle wherein he was en- 
Saged, and that he was created a Count 
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ne vn cke Niag a end. 
as a mark of his particular approbation: 
ſhe told me this foreign — 
converſation was not leſs coveted by 
men of letters. than by young officers, 
ho looked up with reſpect to his 
judgment in the military ſcience. k 
am thus particular in my account of 
Zodiſki, becauſe he will be frequently 
mentioned in the courſe of theſe me- 
At * time eee, of him 


Gow learnt the. excellencies of his cha- 
racer, which unfolded: itſelf in every 
ſubſequent converſation. Zodiſki was 
_ diſtinguiſhed by a noble figure and an 
intelligent countenance:;. but he had 
neither youth nor beauty. to recom» 
mend him at firſt, ſight to a. young 
inexperienced-girl like myſelf ;, it was, 
Being by 3 well- 
informed 


1 = FL. | 
1 #7 RMITY mind, that I grew to a> 5 
mire his talents, and eſteem his heart. 
Zodiſki's mind was ſtrong and active; 
yet pride and violence had no acceſs to 
it. Without being unpoliſhed in his 
manner, he deſpiſed every thing effe mi- 
nate or conceited. He was Ab very 
ſoul of honour, ſteady in his friendſhips, 
ſtrong in his reſentments, juſt in his 
opinions, and conſiſtent in his conduct. 
He looked upon flattery as an affront to 
the underſtanding; and, though poſſeſſed 
of knowledge and judgment ſuperior 
to that of moſt men, he never delivered 
his ſentiments in a dictatorial tone, or 
was offended if others did not ſubſcribe 
to his opinion. He had dignity with- 
out pride, ſenſibility without weakneſs, 
learning without pedantry, ſociability 
without familiarity, and wit without 
malice. Such was my new acquain- 
tance ; and alter having been ſome 
time 


tw 1 


ume accuſtomed to a frivolous ſet of 
beings, who lived always in a crowd, 


and could converſe only on trifles, 1 


learnt to appreciate the merit of ſuch a 
man, and to profit by the ſenſible diſ- 
courſe, philoſophical inſtructions, and 
rational ſentiments of Zodiſki. 


There was an honeſty written in his 


countenance, and a ſincerity in his man- 
ner, ſo different from the flattering cox- 
combs I had lately met with, that I was 
delighted to ſee he preferred my con- 
verſation to that of others. I beheld 
him as a man whoſe ſtrict ideas of ho- 


nour, and knowledge of the world, made 


him an eligible friend to any young un- 
experienced perſon; and the more i faw 
of him, the greater reaſon I had to re- 


Joice in finding en, high in his 


eſteem. 
That tet man 500 frequently 
dreck my attention to thoſe companions 


whom he ought moſt likely to im- 
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prove me he would recommend to me 


thoſe books which were beſt calculated 


to convey uſeful information — he de- 


veloped thoſe characters he wiſhed me 


to avoid, and gave me his advice upon 


every ſubject whereon I had occaſion to 
apply to him.— He was above flattery, 
therefore I never could be deceived by 
his praiſe, and if he happened to com- 


mend any one thing I did, it was more 


ſatisfactory . to me than the fulſome 


compliments which fops and fools daily 
offer at the ſhrine of beauty.—I ſaw him 


frequently with my friend the Baroneſs, 
_ whoſe eſteem and confidence he juſtly 
poſſeſſed. By degrees I uſed to con- 
ſulx him on many occaſions, and uſed 
ſometimes to ſpeak of my. father's hum- 
ble abode and narrow circumſtances as 
frecly as I did to my friend, and he 
: always EP take an jurerelt; in my 
CONCELIS 


| One 


T2 S: 


One morning I was fitting” in Ma- 
dame de Luzane's apartment, waiting 
her return from paying a viſit, when 
Count Zodiſki entered the room, with 
an air of . eee which I never 
had ſeen before. come, Madam, 
ſaid he, „ upon an b buſineſs. 
It is nat my nature to make fine 
ſpeeches, or ſtrong profeſſions - excuſe, 
therefore, the abruptneſs of my manner, 
and condeſcend to hear what never 
would have eſcaped my lips, but for a 
ſudden and unexpected event, —I have 
ever beheld you as an object of eſteem 
and regard I have done more, I have 
dared to conſider you as the only woman 
whom I now could ever love. The fol- 
lies, the falſhoods, the affectation of your 
ſex, have for ſome years rendered my 
heart callous to the mere claims of 
beauty ; and as for the allurements of 
rank and fortune, mean muſt that man 
be, and cruelly diſappointed, ho builds 
* OL. I. „„ e 
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nis expectations of happineſs on a con- 


nexion of that ſort. Thus ſituated, I 
firſt met with you.— J will honeſtly 


confeſs, that your beauty inſpired me 
with admiration, but I never ſhould have 


formed a thought of love, had not your 
ingenuous temper, your 4 joan manners, 


and amiable qualities, engaged my 
friendſhip. This, Madam, was the 
prelude to a ſentiment of a tenderer na- 


ture, and which I had ſworn, from a 


paſt diſappointment (when I in earlier 


life had fixed my choice in Poland) 
never more to be involved in. When 


I found my heart ſo unexpectedly en- 


tangled, I bluſhed at my own credulity. 
I recolleted my time of life, and the 
few recommendations I poſſeſſed; I had 
not the vanity to think Zodifki was a 
proper perſon for the huſband of Ade- 
line de Courcy. But a ftill more 
powerful argument concurred to keep 
me ſilent.— I had received only the ad- 


vantage 


83 as 


R 


* 
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vantage of a good education from my 
father, and when he was taken from his 
lamily, my future fortune hung upon my 
ſword, That only dependance failed me 
by an aceident.— I knew the ſtate of | 
Monſieur de Courcy's finances —I was 
ſenſible of your deſerts, and could not ven- 
ture to propoſe an alliance, which would 
involve you in the fate of a man ſo deſti- 
tute of worldly advantages as myſelf, 
(even if it was poſſible you could in- 
cline to accept my offer.) I therefore 
reſolved to render this ſecret impenetra- 


ble to the world to be a patient ſpec- 


tator of Adeline's future deſtiny, nor 
to ſuffer one diſcontented murmur to 
reach her ear. The taſk was difficult, 
but I ſhould have ſubmitted ſilently to 
my fate, had I not received a letter to 
apprize me of the death of General Lu- 
bienſki. His only daughter, who was 
married after I left Poland, having died 
| i;  - without 


: F- 40 1 


without children, my generous friend 


has divided his property between his 


ſon- in- law and me, leaving my portion 
of his fortune at my own diſpoſal when 
I die. I will not affront your delicacy 


or your generoſity, by imagining this 


alteration can give me any conſequence 
in the mind of Adeline; but it is ſome 


juſtification for a propoſal, which it would 


have been madneſs in me to offer, and 
folly in gou to accept, while my circum- 
ſtances were limited to ſuch a narrow 


income as they were when I firſt had 


the honour of your acquaintance, —lt 
your heart is entirely at liberty, and 
you can without repugnance accept me 


as a protector, a friend, a huſband, my : 
happineſs will be far greater than I de- 


ſerve it ſhould be—if you feel any re- 
lIuctance at the idea, remember I ſhould 
be much more injured, much more hurt 
by your giving me a divided heart, than 
if 2 were honeſtly to $15.0 indiffer- 


encèe. 


ifs 
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Adeline, you might render me 
a diſcontented and wretched huſband, 
by accepting me with repugnance ; but 
you cannot by a refuſal make me any 
other than a faithful friend. . 
Aſtoniſhment and concern tl till 
now kept me ſilent.— I was fo accuſ- 
tomed to ſee Count Zodiſki in the light 
of a brother, an adviſer, a friend, that 
the thought of another ſort of connexion 
had never entered my mind. 
ed and eſteemed him; but when he 
ſpoke of love, I felt an icy coldneſs 
creep into my heart, and aſtoniſhment 
ſcarcely, allowed me the power of utter= 
I was concerned to make a cold 
reply to ſo generous and kind a proce-_ 
dure—yet to betray him for a moment 
into falſe hopes, would have been a de- 
ception far more cruel, than to ſpeak at 
once an unpleaſant truth. 
told him, in few words, how highly ſen⸗ 5 5 
ſible I was of the value of his preference, 8 


I reſſ pect- 


1 therefore 
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how much obliged I was to him for the 


* is 7 


generoſity of his offer, and how much 
pain it gave me to avow, that though I 
had the higheſt opinion in the world of 
his heart, and the greatelt friendſhip for 
him, it would be an act of impoſition 


and injuſtice to ſay, I felt that tender 
regard for him which 1 ought to have 


for a huſband. I therefore begged to 


decline the honour he intended me, and 


intreated that my refuſal might not im- 


pair the friendſhip. which was between 


us! aſſured him, his propoſal would 
never be divulged by me, though it 
would be gratefully remembered, and 


burſting into tears, while I implored him 

no more to renew the ſubject, I repre 

quitted the room 
The noble- minded Zodiſki ſtrictly 


obeyed my commands; he never men- 
tioned a word of love again, nor did my 


reſuſal mortify his pride, or impair his 
friendſnip: pleaſed with my frankneſs, 


Cr. ß 


EF wy þ 
he in ſecret lamented a determination 
that he had not vanity enough to blame, 
and imagining I had a preference for 
another, he reſolved to bury his paſſion 


in filence, and endeavour to content 


himſelf with the name of friend. TO 
leave Paris, would juſt then have been a 


relief to his mind, but fearful I ſhould 


attribute his abſence to pique, or want 
of friendſhip, he reſolved to ſtay, and 


though I ſaw him leſs frequently than I 
uſed to do, his complacency and his at- 
tention to me appeared juſt the ſame 3 as 


they were before. 
Zodiſki had not that ig of 


temper, thoſe violent paſſions, which 


cannot. bear contradiction, and once out 


of tune are not to be harmonized again. 


He was of a philoſophic turn of mind, 


which inclined him to be ſteady, though 


not violent, in his affection and though 
no man poſſeſſed more perſonal courage, 


nor a + CE: ſpirit, he never ſuffered. 


ms. his 


L 104 J 
his animoſities or prejudices to carry 
him to unwarrantable lengths. With 
this diſpoſition he could never err, 
never be blinded by paſſion, or in- 


ffluenced by whim—his regard for me 


was founded on eſteem, and the reſult of 
ſober conſideration ; it therefore was 
likely to exiſt beyond that violent and 
ſudden blaze, which is apt to inflame 
more vulnerable hearts. I ſaw with 
pain, that he was thoughtful and melan- 
choly for ſome time, but he had reſolu- 
tion to reconcile himſelf to diſappoint- 
ment, and before I left Paris, he ap- 
peared as if he had forgot it ever had 
been in my power to mort him by a 
refuſal. | 

Oy prevailed e on Madame de Luzane to | 
paſs two or three months with me at the 
priory, and we fat out on our journey 


the 3d of May. Her delicate ſtate of 


health made me think our quiet way of 
life Fraud be for her benefit, and the. 
— 5 charms 


. * 


charms of her converſation were ſuch,, 


that 1 conſidered myſelf always happy. 


when ſhe was my companion. 


I had the ſatisfaction to find my fakes 


in perfect health, and to meet the Abbe | 
St. Bertin at the Priory, whom, next to 


my honoured parent, I loved and re- 
ſpected, He informed me, on my en- 
quiring after Valzune, that he expected 


him in the month of July, and had let- 
ters frequently from him, wherein he 
ſpoke with a grateful remembrance of 


his friends at the Priory, 
Nothing material happened in our 
peaceful retirement July arrived, and 


Valzune was hourly expected: —one | 


morning early, Genevieve came almoſt 


breathleſs to tell me he was arrived, and, 
in the ſtudy with the Abbe and my. fa- 
ther. Tranſported:, with the joyful | 


thought of ſeeing the companion of my, 

youthiul amuſements, after a long ab- 

ſence, I haſtened down ſtairs; ; the door 
e 
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| opened; ut Wtetr 1 ſaw him; inffead f 


of running to meet my friend with all 


the freedom of a ſiſter, my ſteps were 
arreſted by a timid ſort of embarraſſ- 
ment; I was amazed to find myſelf as 


_ confuſed, awkward, and reſerved, as if I 


had met a formal ſtranger, inſtead of the 
lively pleaſant Valzune, and at that mo- 
ment, I could have wiſhed the viſit over, 


but by degrees, my conſtraint grew 


leſs painful: he reminded me of many 
little trifling circumſtances relative to 
our firſt meeting, and by his looks and 
words, expreſſed ſo much artleſs joy at 


ſeeing me again, that I was ſecretly 


pleaſed with his attention. I found 
him the ſame gay, unaffected, elegant 
creature he was before his departure for 
Italy, and happening to caſt my eyes 
upon a glaſs, was diſſatisfied with my 
own dreſs, and thought I never looked 
to ſo much diſadvantage before, ET 
| 01947 8 


t w7 1 
| When they returned home after a 
very ſhort viſit, I fancied I had omitted 
ſaying a thouſand things I ſhould have 
faid to Valzune. I was angry with my- 
ſelf—my heart, which ſeemed to be 
chilled, and as if bound up during his 
ſtay, now relaxed to all the impreſſions 
of joy and tender friendſhip, I recol- 
lected his virtues, the remembrance of 
them gave new charms to the graces of 
1 He had promiſed to bring 
e Italian views to ſhew me in a few 
days, and J longed for his next viſit, that 
_ I might introduce him to the Baroneſs, 
who was then confined to her EINE 
with a cold. 
"Fae day ſo much deſired was not 1 
diſtant. Valzune came early in the 
morning, bringing a portfeuille, with the 
drawings he had made in Italy. They 
were proofs of his good tafte and ſxill 
in painting. I obſerved there were ſome 
TTY folded _ in a paper, which he 
B _ 
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paſſed over; my curioſity was excited, | 
and on my father's calling him haſtily 

out of the room (ſo that he had not time 
to arrange his drawings and tie up the 
book) I ſeized the opportunity of un- 
folding the paper which now lay almoſt 
at the bottom, My ſurpriſe was greater 
than I can expreſs, when, among a few 
pictures of Italian ladies, I diſcovered - 
myſelf, amazingiy like, and much better 
| finithed, in point of painting, than the 
others. I was pleaſed to think he had 
beſtowed, more pains on my picture 
than any of the reſt. I ſhut the book 
in haſte, and 1 think he muſt have ſeen, 
at his return, by my confuſed look, that 
I had not been idle; perhaps, if he ſuſ 


pected what I had done, he ſecretly . 


joiced at it. In a few minutes we were 
joined by the Abbe, whom he had left on 

the hill converſing with the farmer, and 
Madame de Luzane came into the par- 
lour at the lame time. Never did Val: 
zune 


»[ 09:1 
zune appear more brilliant in converſa- 
tion; never did he look better than that 
morning. The Baroneſs, who had been 
in Italy, was delighted to find in him the 
obſervations of a man of taſte; without 
the affectation which ſo often is blended 
with the ſmall ſhare of knowledge ac- 
quired by young men, who have tra- 
velled juſt enough to entitle them to 
make recitals. All his remarks were 
judicious, many of his deſcriptions ludi- 
crous and entertaining. = 
When Madame de Luzane was alone 
with me, ſhe began to rally me on the 
ſubject of my young friend, and to fay 
it was impoſſible I could be inſenſible to 
his talents. I bluſhed exceſſively, found 
myſelf- at a loſs for a reply, changed 
the diſcourſe, and, for the firſt time in 
my life, was happy to retire from my 
amiable friend. I went and ſat in the 
ſeat where Valzune had preſented me ” 
way: the roſe the firſt time I ſaw him — [ 
| there 
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chere I revolved in my mind every thing 
that had paſſed ſince that day. I queſ- 
tioned my heart, which trembled at the 
enquiry. I recollected my indifference 


to others] felt the preference I had 


for Valzune —I knew it was very dif- 
ferent from the friendſhip T had for 
Count Zodiſki, and that the repugnance 
Il experienced on the ſubject of marrying 
him, would not have ſubſiſted if Val- 
Zune had made the offer.—I remember- 


ed all his little attentions to me; grate- 
Fully I remembered them. My heart 


acknowledged the force of his attrac- 
tions; it whiſpered that Valzune was 
worthy to be loyed.—Yes !- I became 


ſenſible that his graces, the worth of his 


character, the elegance of his manners, 


Voere ſuperior to any thing J ever had, 
or ever ſhould meet with in · the world. 


J found my heart impreſſed with the 


moſt affectionate regard, and began to 


| iy 1 was attached to him by a much 


* 8 
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renderer ſentiment than that of frien das 


—_] ar 
| After this 8 . ee 
de Luzane's converſation probably ac- 
celerated, I became thoughtful, penſive, 
and reſerved, The myſtery of his ſitu- 


ation was a perplexing circumſtance— 


the uncertainty of his affection diſtreſſed 


me. I had every reaſon to think he 


had a preference for me, His looks, 
his actions, ſeemed to avow it but Val- 
zune was gay—Valzune was young. 
He might not ſtay with us long, and 


might not always prefer Adeline. Theſe 


thoughts returned every time he went 


from the Priory, and they made thoſe 8 


viſits, that uſed to be my happineſs, re- 
plete with uncomfortable ideas. 

One evening my father went with the 
Abbe to take a ride, and the Baroneſs 
propoſed our walking. We went through 
a corn- field, where the reapers were 
buſy getting in the harveſt, and were 
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proceeding: towards ſome meadows, 

when Madame de Luzane's ſeryant 
came to appriſe her a gentleman was at 
the Priory, who would not ſend his 
name, but ſaid, he deſired to ſpeak with 
her. She returned immediately, and 
we agreed to wait for her at the next 
gate. Thither we walked in filence,— 
finding that Valzune did not ſpeak, Tat 
length ſtarted ſome indifferent ſubject, 
when ſuddenly ſeizing my hand, and 

gazing on me with a look wherein the 

tendereſt reſpe& ſeemed to check the 
- vehemence of love, Adeline, ſaid he; I 
have been ſilent long enough. I have 
controuled the emotions of a ſtruggling 
heart, which has panted to' diſcloſe its 
ſecrets to your ear. Let us not waſte, 
in frivolous diſcourſe, the few favour- 
able moments allotted us. If I am not 
#0 be ſilent, allow me to ſpeak of the 
only ſubject it is poſſible for me to think 
| of —Oh hb Adeline? have not my looks 

| | (animated 


. ny 1 
(animated by love) —_— the meaning 
of my heart? Can you doubt the ſince- 


rity of a choice which has never waver- 


* 


ed, ſince the firſt day I beheld you! — 
Adeline!—I adore you. | 


Here he pauſed—a ſudden bluſh: | 


mantled on his cheek ; he looked at me 


with a timid fort of regard, and waited 


for my reply in an agitation that ſuffi- 


ciently expreſſed the ſincerity of his 


words, 

The abtüptne of this derkibudivie> 
confuſed me amazingly tor the ſpace of 
a few minutes, but 1 recovered myſelf 
ſo far as to aſſure him, that I was always 
happy to be approved by thoſe whom 1 
eſteemed ; and that Valzune was a friend 
whoſe good opinion I had ever. been 
defirous of poſſeſſing. He then pro- 
iniſed, on a future day, to acquaint me 


with ſome ſecrets which he had long ö 
wiſhed to entruſt to me; and to avoid 
2 repetition of a ſubject which was then 
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embarraſſing to me, I propoſed our 
meeting the Baroneſs. An our walk, 
Valzune reminded me of a thouſand 
little proofs of his affection; and while 
his fine eyes beamed forth the effuſions 
of his ſoul, it was impoſſible he ſhould 
not read in mine, how much the heart 
of Adeline was in uniſon with his own. 
At the end of the corn- field we met 
the Baroneſs, and, to my very great ſur- 
prize, the gentleman with her was no 
other than the Count Zodiſki. 1 can- 
not deſeribe the confuſion into which 
the ſight of him threw me. My con- 

ſcious preference for Valzune, the inte- 
reſting converſation that had juſt paſſed 
between us, and the dread leſt - the 
Count's honour ſhould have yielded to 
his love (which might impel him to 
make offers to rny father, too liberal 
and advantageous for a parent to refuſe) 
all theſe apprehenſions induced me to 
look on him with an air of conſterna- 


0 


3 


rion and embarraſſment, which it was 
impoſſible for his penetrating eyes not 
to obſerve. Valzune, on the contrary 
(on being preſented to him by the Ba- 
roneſs) behaved with all that eaſy po- 
liteneſs which diſtinguiſhes the man f 
faſhion, and converſed with the candour | 
and pleaſantry that ſo particularly were 
his own. — In the courſe of their con- 


verſation, Valzune mentioned the name 


of the Abbe St. Bertin, when the fur- 


prize and joy of Zodiſki diſcovered to 


us, that the Abbe had formerly been 


his particular friend. I felt a ſecret fa- 


tisfaction, when he expreſſed his con- | 


cern, that as it would be in his power to 


make only a ſhort ſtay at the farm 


(where he meant to lodge while he re- 


mained in that part of the world) he 
ſhould not be able to ſee = much or his 


old friend as he wiſhed. 


I was all this time perplexed and un- = 
eaſy, longing to know Zodiſki's reaſons 


T4 for 


py 
2 A — —  —  ——  —— 
— N 
> —— rn n gu 
2 2 Fai” 5 * 
* A 8 bn eG * 


1 
1 

; 1 * 
I} 
i 
$i 

£ MW + 
1 1185 
'* 
2 
318 7 
; 


— q 
. > 


1 


| 


UE Bas yoni eh 
«wn bets, 
* 9 


— ne LA Apr 
— IS 
=} 
2 1 
Ko Wow 4 


— — 
— ned net 
—— 


— — M 
r — 


— 
2 * 
Ties Soon — — 
1 2 * 


r —— 
ares - Fab bp LI Ad, eee 
n — — +. 
1 1 WT 


—U— —— ᷑ͤ—ͤ 2kN2A. - —U U „„ P — 3 OY 
+ » — T e rr . 
— 2 * F 


— — 
4 7 6 ia 


—— 1G 
— RISr ogy 
Gord. £49 Bar wal noe 

- —— —— - 4.6 ens, 


— 
— 


aa 
apt; * 
. 
N 
. m r ²˙ ˙rꝗ d Age 1, nr 2 
8 — — — ar 
5 8 De Sa 


| ns 
— > a Bo — wy > Be — = 
n 4 N Oe r * - = * 
F mor 0 Fr 2 2 


—— 


e 
n 


——— 
n 


— 


T- 1% © 
for ſuch. an unexpected viſit. is. 
we arrived at the houſe, Valzune, unob- 
ſerved by any but myſelf, diſpatched a. 
note to the Abbe, apprizing him of the 
Count's arrival; ond as he ſent the Ba- 
roneſs 8 ſervant on one of the mules, an 

anſwer was ſoon brought, wherein the 
Abbe ſpoke of Zodiſki with ſentiments 
ol ſo much regard, and ſo ſtrongly en- 
treated him to take up his reſidence at 
mis houſe inftead. of the farm, that he 
conſented, and accordingly, after hav- 
- ing had, a little general converſation with 
y, father, and promiſed the Baroneſs 
to Do on her again before he left the 
country, he accompanied Valzune to the 
Abbe 5. 
When he was gone, Madame as = 5 
Zane, informed us, that he came on bu- 
| ſineſs of importance to her, relatiye to 
A mortgage that was on one of the late 
Baron": 8 eſtates, which by no means 
quiered my apprehenſions, as I thought, 
At - 


* J 
i might only be a pretext for his viſit, 
and at that moment imagining the Ba- 
roneſs to be ſecretly his friend, reſolved 
to conceal from her my attachment for 
Valzune. I have ſince bluſhed at hav- 
ing formed fuch an injurious opinion of | 
the Count; his noble nature was inca- 
pable of meanneſs or duplicity; it was 
not poſſible for him to avail himſelf of 
my father“ s good will againſt my incli- 
nation. * 

The Abbe was ſo happy to ſee him, 
and Valzune was ſo much delighted at 
an opportunity of profiting by his ſen- 
fible converſation, that they prevailed 
on him to ſtay many days longer than 
he intended. We ſaw him often, and 
he had feveral conferences with his ſiſter- 
in law, after which I always obſerved 
him to be ſcrious and thoughtful. My . 
father was charmed Wich his Knowledge | 
of the world, the frankneſs of his man- 
ners, the rectitude of his heart. As for 
"I 4 -— Ran 


1 #1 . 
Valzune, he has often ſince declared, the 
firſt moment he ſaw him there was | 
ſomething ſo prevenante in his manner, 
ſomething ſo honeſt, and ſo benign in 


his countenance, that his heart Demed 


to claim acquaintance with him, and he 
wiſhed to be worthy the friendſhip of 
ſuch a man. His eſteem for the Count 
daily increaſed, and before they part- 
ed I had the pleaſure to obſerve, that 
Zodiſki had contracted a real eſteem and 
friendſhip for the character of Val- 
—_— i 
„ OW. as how: he had left the 
Abbe, I was reminded by. my amiable- 
lover of my promiſe to hear the ſecret 
he had to impart. I appointed him to 
come the next morning, when I knew 
my father would be out, and at an hour 
when it was not likely the Baroneſs | 
would have quitted her apartment. | 


Valzune came, and from him I learnt 
0 e 


- t 9 T 


the hiſtory of his life, which I will relate 


to you in as conciſe terms as I can. 
His father, he informed me, was 2 


man of rank; who had married a daugh- 
ter of the Marquis de Montigny, and 


his real name was Solignac. He lived 
at Paris many years in a ſtate of ſplen- 
dour, even beyond what his fortune 
made it prudent for him to do, and bred 


vp his only child with all the expence 


that would have been ſuitable to a man 
born to inherit a much greater eſtate. 
His education, his appearance in the 


world, when he was at Paris, both in 


point of equipage and dreſs, gave every 
body the idea of the immenſe wealth of 


his father, for whom the Marquis de 


Montigny had procured a very high 

poſt in the ſtate, which was a vaſt ad- 
dition of income to him in the laſt ad- 
miniſtration. This he was deprived of 
when there was a change of party; ſoon 


after which he had the Murten to loſe 
a moſt 


1 | 14 


r — 
r r .], . er CO: 
4 % . . 2 2 = 


* 
% 
a 
2 ”” 
- 
« 
N — 7 - . 1 1 
Er ˙¹ .me e 
9 r — 2 Pugs ery r—— 
Y 5 *" N O32 avs , WRT Dorey 


& : 


175 120 
4 moſt affectionate and enüble . 
This was the prelude to other woes; 
for in about a year after, the Count de 
Solignac had a quarrel with one of the 
-princes of the blood-royal, which highly 
incenſed the King, who interpoſed his 
authority. In a moment of paſſion, the 
proud Count de Solignac made uſe of 
ſome violent expreſſions bordering on 
ſedition, and theſe being reported to 
the King, he was obliged to fly into an- 
other country, and had only time to re- 
commend his ſon to the care of the 
Abbes St. Bertin, who was nearly re- 
lated to the late Counteſs de Solignac. 
He left the management of other con- 
cerns to the Marquis de Montigny. A 
decree immediately was paſſed from the 
King, to apprehend Monſieur de Solig- 
nac, and to ſentence his family to a ba- 
niſhment of one hundred leagues from 
Paris, on pain of impriſonment. At 
firſt it was intended to confiſcate his 
* „ eſtate, : 


„ 
or” but this order the Marquis 45 
Montigny, juſt before his death, pre- 


vailed on the King to revoke ; however, 


he deprived him of a title which had 


been hereditary in his family for many 


generations, and alſo of the poſt he at 


that time held, as governor of the Cha- 
teau de Bellegarde. His departure was 


ſo ſudden, and his route ſo very uneer- 


tain, that he could not form any plan 


relative to his fon, whom the Abbe car- 
ried privately from Paris, under the 
name of Valzune, and brought to the 
ſmall houſe he then inhabited, which had: 


been left to him a few months before by 


= 1 There that amiable man- 
had devoted all his time and attention 


to his young pupil, whoſe manners were 
already more formed than the generality 
of people at his time of life, by his 
having very early been introduced into 
the world, and admitted into the firſt 

1 where he met with the moſt 
brilliant 
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brilliant wits of the age, and mixed with 
men and women diſtinguiſhed for their 
rank, their abilities, their knowledge of 
the world, and taſte for literature. 

The Abbe brought from Paris a 
{mall collection of ſcaree books, in va- 
rious languages, and took infinite pains 
to ſtore the mind of his young friend 
with every uſeful knowledge, and to 
ſtrengthen in him every principle of 
morality. His baniſhed father at firſt 


took refuge in Germany; but his un- 
quiet and roving temper ſoon made 


him weary of his abode there: he in a 


few months after went into Italy, and 


wrote for the young Solignac to join 
him at Florence. By this time he had 


contracted a paſſion for me, which, added 
to the tranquil happineſs he enjoyed 
with his revered preceptor, prevented 


his receiving the news ſo joyfully as 
might have been expected. He entruſted 
the Abbe with the ſecret of his attach- 

ment. 
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ment, promiſed to return to him if poſſible, 7 


and made him conſent to remain in his 
retreat till he ſhould inform him by letter 
of his deſtination. The Abbe approv- 
ed of his 9 but doubted whether 
the ambitious 3 proud Count de So- 

lignac would hear with paticnce of his 
ſon's forming a connexion where for- - 
tune could: not be expected, therefore 
_ adviſed him not to mention the ſubject, 
leſt it ſhould prove a bar to his return,. 
but leave the event to ſome future and 
happier period. He promiſed not to 
divulge his ſecret. even to my father 
(who had been appriſed at firſt by the 
Abbe of his unfortunate ſtory) leſt he 
ſhould influence my choice; and he de- 
parted for Italy with a thouſand anxious. 


fears. He found Monſieur de Solig- 


nac living very ſuperbly at Florence, 
and aſſociating with. people of the firſt 
rank and fortune ; but what hurt him 

e was to find he had made Doo 


5 x „„ 
poſals of marriage to a lady, whoſe re- 
commendations were high birth and 
beauty, but whoſe want of fortune and 
levity of conduct made her by no 
means an eligible match for him. She 
Was at the ſame time addreſſed by an 
Italian Comte. This for ſome months 
made her heſitate in her choice; but at 
length the artful woman (who meant to 
make the beſt bargain ſhe could, and 
had by that time become the abſolute 
miſtreſs of Solignac's affections) decided 
for him. The marriage was celebrated 
with great pomp, and his ſon ſoon after 
took an opportunity to propoſe return- 
ing to the Abbe.—His father, whoſe 
whole attention was fixed on his new 
bride and her connexions, readily con- 
ſented, and he left Florence with a 
heart diſguſted at the folly, the vices, 
and the hypocriſy he had been a witneſs 
of in that city, and more enamoured 
chan ever of my guileleſs conduct, and 


ing eben | 48-7 2 

HFaving ended * norton hs en- 
treated 1 would permit him no W 
to be clandeſtine in his attachment, but 


to requeſt my father's concurrence in an 


continyation of his addreſſes, 


thought himſelf more particularly er : 


to do, as the Count Zodiſti had e. 
ſtole the ſecret from hin. 
I could not help. bluſhing when 
mentioned. that circumſtances but my 
lover, (whom I muſt now call. Solignac) 
did not obſerve my confuſion at the 
Count's name; and I conſented he ſhould 
make his propoſals iy father. 

He took his leave, aſter preſenting 


me with the picture of himſelſ, which 


you, Madam, have ſeen, and which was 
painted in Italy: and the next day made 


a declaration, which my father received 


dulgent parent could ſcarcely ſuppreſs 


che 
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che tears of tranſport, when, ang to 
mie on the ſubject, he confeſſed he had 


long obſerved our increafing affection 


for each other; and that it was the ut - 
moſt wiſh of his heart to ſee me united | 
to a character fo worthy to be loved. 

Me were now inexpreſſibly happy. Our 

regard for each other was licenſed by 


the approbation of the: two people in 


the world whom we moſt reſpected and 


eſteemed. We. poſſeſſed each other's 
confidence, and our days paſted on tran- 


quilly, innocently, and affectionately.— 
This calm was a little diſturbed by the 


Abbe informing us of the death of the 
old Marquis de Razancourt, who had 


long been ill at Paris; and J obſerved 


the ne ws made my father grave and 


thoughtful ;—but ] put it to the account 


olf old friendſhip, and his remembrance | 
of the happy days they paſſed 1 4 N00 


2 their early travels... 
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The autumn fled too faſt—winter be- 
gan to reign, and Solignac meditated 
writing to his father (from whom he 
had not heard for the ſpace of two 
months) to requeſt his conſent to our 
marriage; when, one day as we were all 
ſitting round the fire after dinner, Ber- 
trand, a ſervant belonging to my father, 
brought the Abbe a letter. I obſerved. 
he changed countenance extremely in 
reading it, complained of a ſudden gid- 
dineſs in his head, and left the room. 
Solignac, alarmed at his indiſpoſition, 
followed him. After waiting for their 
return ſome time, we went to enquire 
after the Abbe, and found, to our great 
ſurpriſe, he and Solignac were gone 
home. Our aſtoniſhment and our ſuſ- 
pence continued till late in the eee 
when J e n e es 
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b * To Mummotmnr of Confer, 
« My Waden light; and the Abbes 
| bott, muſt have appeared fo ſtrange” 
to Monſievr de Courcy and my desreſt 
Adeline, that, itt qualified as 1 am for 
ſiuch a taſk; I cannot retire to my bed 
without informing them of my mottves 
for ſuch a* precipitate” retreat. This 
will be explained im a few words, when 
I. tell you, the letter addreſſed to the 
Abbe contained the news of niy father's 
death. The ſhock was ſo great, that 
I found myſelf very van even ſof the 
ſceiety of thoſe ſo dear to me; and I 
therefore haſtened to bury mycaffliction 
in ſolitude. The Abbe, who is engaged 
in writing letters on this melancholy 
occaſion, will: walt on 5yon” very ſoon, 


and before I ſet out for Italy (where my 


Ammediate preſence * becomes abſolutely 
neceſſary) 


Fs : 
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I was woche 15 Cd at this 


letter; but as I had ever conſidered So- 


lignac's father as the only impediment 
to our happineſs, and had by no means 
a good opinion of him, I only felt ſor- 
row at the thoughts of my lover 8 * 
abſent from me. 
The Abbe, whom we os 5 next 
morning, judged it proper for him to 
ſet out immediately; and as the will 
was not to be opened till Solignac's ar- 
rival, and his advice and aſſiſtance were 
neceſſary, he agreed to accompany him, 


with the intention of en his cot- 


tage in the ſpring. 5 
The morning fixed 55 their +a - 
Vor. 4. _ K | ture, 


** 


I 15 
ture, a heavy ſnow fell, but the affec- 
tionate Solignac, whoſe love could ſur- 
mount every difficulty, and deſpiſe fa- 
tigue or inconvenience, came to take 
his leave. I will not treſpaſs on your 
. patience with a recital of the tears we 
ſhed, or the vows we exchanged of 
everlaſting love. My dear, dear Solig- 
nac bade me a laſt farewel ; and when I 
could no longer gaze on his perſon, I 
mournfully traced his footſteps in the 
ſnow. His promiſe of writing to me 
from Italy was my only conſolation ; but 
for the ſake of my father I concealed 
my ſorrows from his eye, and depoſited 

them 1n the n of my ann n 
vieve. 

Two days abu the A Abbe and d Solig- 
nac had left us, ] was walking in the 
fields with my father, when we were 


+ ſurprized by the ſudden ſound of horns | 


and hounds. It was ſomething ſo new 
to us, that my father was at a loſs how 
„„ | 0 
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to account for it. In a few minutes, 
they were in view, and came up with 
us before we reached a gate which lad 
to the Priory. Several of the people 


paſſed by, and leaped over the gate, 


Without turning their eyes towards us. 
The laſt of the number was preparing 
to follow, when, ſuddenly checking his 
horſe, he exclaimed, Heavens, is it poſ= _ 
ſible! have I the happineſs to behold 
Mademoiſelle de Courcy ? at the ſame 


moment haſtily alighting from his horſe, 


and running towards us, kiſſed my hand 
with more amiliaritye I Thou than | 


politeneſs. 


My amazement and concern were 
greater than I can deſcribe, when I dif 
covered this intruder to be the young 
Marquis de Rozancourt, of whoſe ar- 


rival at the Caſtle there had been a ru- 


-mour ſome days before, which I was 


induced to think falſe, from its not hav- 


ng been confirmed or publicly known. 
4 - My 


tl 


My father, ſtruck with his ible air, and / 


the joy he expreſſed at ſeeing me, re- 
queſted the favour of his name, and p. 
peared wonderfully embarraſſed n 
it was revealed. _ . 
The Marquis was my: ſur= 
prized, and apparently pleaſed, to diſco- 
ver who we were. He loaded my father 
with civilities, and made him promiſe to 
pay him a viſit at the Caſtle, add- 
ing, that he hoped we ſhould be good 


neighbours during his ſhort ſtay there; 


and that he ſhould avail himſelf of my - 
father's permiſſion to Tee us often at the 

Priory. 

I came home i chagrined 
with this rencontre. My father's looks 
were dark and myſterious. I obſerved 
him often knit his brows, walk up and 
don the room with folded arms, and 

frequently ſhake his head. I dared not 


alk the reaſon of this change; and he 


retired to ved much earlier than uſual. - 
The 


a 1 
The next day he went to pay a viſit 
| to the Marquis, and I employed myſelf 
in writing to Solignac; but leſt I ſhould 
inſect him with my uneaſineſs, I only 
mentioned that the Marquis de Rozan- 
court was at preſent our neighbour, 
without laying any thing of the ſtrange 
manner in which he had rexiewed his 
acquaintance with me. 
My father came from the Calle i in 
one of the Marquis's carriages, ex- 
tremely pleaſed with his reception, and 
full of praiſes of the magnificence of the 
owner, and the great improvements he 
had begun making in the Caſtle; con- 
cluding with informing me, he had pro- 
miſed the Marquis we ſhould dine with 
him on the Monday following, and en- 
gage the Baroneſs to be of the party. 

I now repented my not having re- 
vealed to that excellent friend the ſitu- 
ation of my heart; but her relationſhip 
to the Count Zodiſki, and the ſuſpicion 
K 3 0 
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ol her being in his intereſt, had kept me 
ſilent on a ſubjeC that it was impoſſible 6 
ſhe ſhould now remain ignorant of, .T 


could no longer diſguiſe my thoughts, 
but haſtening to her apartment, I told 
her my apprehenſions of the Marquis's 
deſigns, and with many tears acknow- 
ledged my preference for Solignac, and 
owned the reaſons which had made me 
ſo long reſerved. She replied with her 


uſual gentleneſs, that having ſeen the 
firſt time, when ſhe joked upon the ſub- 


Jject, that it was unpleaſant to me, ſhe 


had forbore ſpeaking on what it was 
iropoſiible for her not to know ; that 
Solignac's virtues and agremens entit- 
led him to my preference; and that Zo- 
difki had fo much real honour and gene- 


. rokity, as to own my choice was properly 


placed, and to forget the character of 

rival in that of friend. —She told me, 

hat in a late converſation with the 
Count. 


FE 235 15 


Count he dees her my father was 
deeply in arrears to the late Marquis de 
Rozancourt: for the hire of the Priory. 
Do not, ſaid ſhe, on that account, ſuffer 
your averſion to the Marquis's manners 
to be detrimental to your father's ad- 
vantage. It may juſt no be greatly for 
his intereſt, that they ſhould remain up- 
on good terms; and there can be no 
violent puniſhment in our dining one 
day at the Caſtle ;—beſides, continued 
ſhe, laughing, why are you to be ſuch a 
vain girl, as to ſuppoſe he means more 
than civility by his fine ſpecches ? per- 
haps I ſhall have my ſhare ; and you do 
not know but that I may lay ſiege to his 
heart, and be ſucceſsful in my attack, — 
1 yielded to her reaſons, and was more 
induced to do ſo, becauſe the Marquis 
had not troubled us with a viſit. Some 
notes and meſſages had been carried by 
Bertrand from my father to the Caſtle, 
the * of which 1 was ignorant of, 
K 4 5 dut 


k 
but ! ſuppoſed them to relate to the mo. 
ney that was abs. 
Saturday came too ſoon. The Marduls 
ſent his coach and fix to fetch us. I 
dreſſed myſelf to as little advantage as 
poſſible, and with a heavy heart attend- 
ed my father and Madame de Luzane to 
the coach. In about an hour's time we 
arrived, through indifferent roads, to a 
long avenue of trees, which conducted 
us to a large old caſtle (with four turrets, 
and every appearance of antiquated gran- 
deur) behind which ſome beautiful and 
extenſive woods were fituared very ad- 
| vantageouſly. | 
The Marquis received u us, with ark 
of proſound reſpect, in the portico lead- 
ing to the great hall, Which was hung 
2 eſcutcheons, bearing the blazoned 
arms of his family 1n genealogical order. 
The houſe was in tolcrable repair; ſome . 
of the apartments hung with tapeſtry, 
and others with pictures The old 
gs Marquis 
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Wines had been a man of taſte and 


ſcience, an encourager of the arts, and 


a collector of every thing curious. On 


one ſide the hall was a large dining- 


room, a library, and common parlour; 
on the other, a picture gallery, and a 
noble drawing- room. There were two 


pavilions annexed to the houſe, one of 
which was converted into a chapel, the 


other contained a room for exotics, a 
bath, and a ſmall receſs that looked 
into the garden, and was ſurrounded in 
the ſummer by roſes. The view from 


the houſe was limited to the park; and 


both park and garden were at that time 


ina very * and uncultivated ſtare. 
We had a magnificent dinner. Two or 


three gentlemen were of rhe party, and 
_ the converſation was general and lively. 


The Marquis did the honours of his 
table with infinite grace and politeneſs ; 
and when we came away, my father and 
= ” — 
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„ 
the Baroneſs ſeemed much pleaſed with 
our reception. | 
The next day Monſieur de nab 
court came to the Priory, and his atten- 
tion was ſo equally divided between the 
Baroneſs and me, that I began to blame 
myſelf for my former ſuſpicions. I 
-grieved to think that Madame de Lu- 
zane had but a fortnight longer to ſtay, 
and ſecretly wiſhed her elegant manners 
and ſenſible converſation might capti- 
vate the Marquis, and that ſhe could 
be induced again to enter the . 
ſtate. . 

Monſieur de Rozancourt came often, 
and his conduct was ſuch as could not 
be diſapproved. He expreſſed much 
concern at the loſs of my friend's com- 
pany when ſhe returned to Paris, which 
was in the month of February. 

I have here an opportunity of making 


mw” more e acquainted with the character 
of 


Fw 72 
of Zodiſki, for the ſake of which I ſhall 
digreſs from my own ſtory, and ſay that, 
when you peruſe the account of his life 
(which I wrote from the ſtatement given 
me by the Baroneſs, and ſhall incloſe, in 
order that you may read it at this period 
of my narrative) it may introduce ſtill 
more to your acquaintance a man who I 
am proud to call my friend. 
The Baroneſs had often promiſed to 
give me the hiſtory of Zodiſki, which 
ſhe had learnt from her late huſband; 
and ſome time after ſhe had left us, I 
received a packet from her, the contents 
of which I now, 1 n to your 
peruſal. 


c To Aptxiing DE Covnrcy. 


The hiſtory of the man, who have 
the honour to call my. brother-1n-law, 
| need not be long: it requires no em- 

3 


[ 140 ] 


belliſhments, and ſhall be a mere 
epitome of a life that does honour ro 


human nature. 
e Zodiſki was the ktbid ſon of a 


Poliſnh gentleman, who, though deſcend- 
ed from an ancient houſe, had barely a 


ſufficiency to ſupport a* family of five 
children. His wife, however, was a 
woman of high rank, by whoſe influence 


he obtained a poſt under government, | 
and was enabled to give his children an 
excellent education, and to have the 


hope of placing them all'advantageouſly 
in the world, through the means of his 
wife's relations. 

«© The young Zodiſki having early 
diſcovered a ſtrong propenſity for the 
military life, was put into the army al- 
moſt as ſoon as he could draw a ſword, 


and in a few months after had the miſ- 
fortune to loſe his father: but his own 


merit gained him the protection of pow- 
erful friends in the military line; and in 
the firſt battle that was fought after he 

mw 
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had entered into the army, the courage 


and ſteadineſs that he diſplayed was no- 
ticed by the General who commanded 
the battalion, and mentioned to che 


King. 


His elder er had . this time 
the imprudence to marry a young wo- 
man without any fortune, unknown to 
age of thirty, with beauty and talents to 
render her a captivating object, was 
pining under the obſcurity of her ſitua- 

885 tion, and the narrowneſs Of her income, 
for her huſband had little to leave either „ 
to his widow or children, and her proud 
relations (who were offended by her 
marriage) thought they had done enough Th 


in obtaining a poſt for her huſband, 


without encumbering | themſelves with 
her children. Two of her daughters 


R 7 


were placed in the Convent of St. Flo- 


Tian, near Cracow, where they took the 
veil, and her youngeſt fon decided to go 


into 
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into the army as ſoon as he ſhould be 
old enough. 
Fortune, be ee end 


able to the mother of Zodiſki, whenſhe 


was deſpairing of better times, and feeling, 
with the moſt poignant reſentment, the 
andiſcretion of her eldeſt fon. Her ambi- 
nous and arhitrary ſpirit, which was 


checked during her huſband's life by 


the affection ſhe bore him, broke forth 


even in poverty, and ſufficiently proved, 
that nothing but the moſt violent paſ- 
fon could have taught fo proud a ſpirit 
to degrade itſelf by a marriage unequal 
to her birth, and ſo inadequate to the 


expectations of her family. She de- 
clared that her ſon had forfeited every 


claim to her notice or affection, and 


commanded him never to ſee her more. 


This ſentence operated upon his youth- 


ful mind fo forcibly, that he withdrew 


| with his wife, and the ſmall ſum left 4 


tim by his en and ſettled in another 
ron. 
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country, without letting his family or 
friends know the place of his retreat. 
Very ſoon after that event, the 
Baron de Luzane was ſent ſrom the 
court of France on an embaſſy to Po- 
land. His entry into Warſaw was mag- 
nificent, and as ſoon as he was ſettled in 
that city, the nobles vied with each other 
in entertaining him. Among others, a 
near relation of Zodiſki's mother had 
the honour to receive him for a gueſt, 
and the young widow, who was then 
come to Warſaw, was Pena to be. 
one of the company. 

« Whether a aloha 5 Kin N 
greatneſs darted acroſs her mind, or that 
female vanity prompted her to excite 
admiration, I know not; but ſhe had 


taken uncommon pains to adorn a per- 


ſon that was naturally formed to inſpire 
both awe and love; tor even when I 
knew her firſt, ſhe had the dignity of a 
Princeſs e with all thoſe feminine 


Erne 


- . — N 
2 Frey 4 25 . A = 
r ß NT 
. NG. ee WO YE OE EG RT ET TIC AE OE 
$ 3 . r x Ex, „7 . E 


graces which are calculated to ſteal into 
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the heart. She danced remarkably well; 


and the Baron, who was an enthuſiaſtic 


admirer of grace and beauty, no ſooner 
diſtinguiſhed her from the reſt, than he 


became curious to learn who ſhe was. 


The ſtory of her indigence gave him 
hopes that ſhe would liſten to his ad- 


dreſſes on eaſy terms; and, with the free- 


dom and gallantry of a courtier and a 


15 Frenchman, he was introduced, and 
Toon acquainted her with the impreſſion | 


the had made upon his heart. | 
« At ſupper ſinging was propoſed. 
Her voice was, remarkably melodious, 


and her taſte exquiſite 3 5 but the re- 
mained ſilent till the Baron himſelf ſo- 


licited her to ſing. She had learnt a 
little French air, he words of. which ſhe 
could imperfectly repeat, and to this 
ſong ſhe gave ſo many little graces that 


the Baron was enraptured. He learnt 


her place of abode, and obtained per- 
miſſion 


Ins * 

miſſion to viſit her; but apprehenſive 

that the Baron's views might not be 
honourable, ſne aſſumed the character 
of dignity, expreſſed alarm at the am- 
biguous ſtile of his addreſſes, and threat- 
ened to retire from Warſaw ; ſhe even 
lept her word; but fo far was ſhe from 
intending a long abſence, that ſhe car- 
ried a French ſervant into her retire- 
ment, and employed all her time in 
learning the language of the man to 
waoſe choice ſhe aſpired. 

« Abſence increaſed the Baron's 8 
ſion; and when ſhe thought proper to 
let him know the place of her retire- 
ment, he made her propoſals of mar- 
riage, and was accepted. 211 

« Very ſoon after that event he was 
recalled, and his bride left Poland, ex- 
ulting in the ſucceſs of a project which 
had united her to a man of high birth, 
and of. good though not ſplendid for- 
tune. In about a year alter this mar- 

Vor. I. L Triage 
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be what the fondeſt parents could de- 


ſire. He ſucceeded to the Baron's title 
and eſtate very early in life; — we were 


acquainted from the time of childhood — 


we loved each other—we were married, 


and till the hour of death, which, alas! 


happened in two years after we were 
united, he never occaſioned me a mo- 
ment's ſorrow. But I will paſs over 


this mournful event in few words, that 
1 may not wound my own feelings and 
diſtreſs your's. My mother and Ma- 
dame de Luzane having ſo long lived 


on terms of friendſhip, I had frequently 
met Zodiſki, who was occaſionally with 


his mother in France, and for whom 
my huſband had the moſt perfect eſteem = 

aud brotherly affection. From him I 
| learnt the hiſtory of this wonderful man, 
to which it is now neceſſary that I ſhould 


« When 
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Fo When he was a boy, 1 
tary exerciſes at the academy] at Cracow, 
he formed an acquaintance with Count 
Polnita, who lived at Sandomir, on 
the Banks of the Viſtula, and was ſent 
to the ſame academy; he was only a 


year older than Zodiſki ; and this ac- 


quaintance foon grew into a very ſtrict 


friendſhip, which laſted til Polnitz went 


on his travels. 

This young man he met again, ſe⸗ 
veral years after, (when the ſecond cam- 
Paign he had been engaged in was over); 


their intimacy was. renewed, and Zo- 
diſki imparted to him his paſſion for 
Radzina, the daughter of Kofluco, an 

officer who was lately dead, and whoſe 


opinion of his honour, and certainty of 
his affection, had induced him to be- 
queath this lovely orphan to him for a 


wife, (as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be two years 


older, ) and in the mean time had com- 


mitted her to the care of an ancient 
4 2 female 
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female relation, who reſided i in a cottage 
on the plain of Vola, three miſes from 
Warſaw. 
« Zodiſki had conducted himſelf with- 
ſo much activity, ſpirit, and judgment, 


during the two campaigns, and had 


evinced ſo much perſonal bravery on 


ſeveral occaſions, that the General Lu- 
bienſkt, old and experienced as he was, 


diſtinguiſhed the merit of his young' 
officer, and preſaged, that his riſing 
genius would add luſtre to the Poliſh 


name. His regard and eſteem for him 


increaſed ſo much, that he offered him 


his only daughter in marriage, with a 
fortune that might have dazzled the eyes 


of an ambitious man, even if the lady 
had been deficient in beauty or mental 
accompliſhments. The liberal ſoul of 
Zodiſki never could ſtoop to falſchood ; 


if his heart had not been engaged to 


Radzina, he would not have accepted 


the daughter of Lubienſki for the ſake of 


riches 


75-48 1 
riches only—he ſcorned 8 
though his future proſpects very much 
depended on the favour of his General, 
he did not heſitate, but with manly can- 
dour, while he acknowledged his obli- 
gation, he declined the honour of an 
alliance, which his preference for an- 
other forbade him to accept. 

« The check of Lubienſxi fluſhed for 
a moment with indignation and wounded 
pride, at having ſtooped to propoſe his 
daughter to a man fo much his inferior, 
and who, to his great ſurprize, rejected 
ſuch an offer; but his abhorrence of 
deceit, and his paſſion for diſintereſted 
virtue, overpowered the momentary. 
ſenſe of anger, and with the honeſt 
warmth of a true ſoldier's heart, he 
eſteemed the ſincerity of Zodiſki's cha- 
_ rafter, and continued to be his friend 
and patron. 

« The winter fled away ondowny wings; 3 
for the young warrior was happy in the 
oe 8 
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purſued thera 
their return, as 7 were pailing thro* 
an obſcure vil lage, Zocliſſi obſerved 2 


1 wy ] 
fociety of Radzina, and charmed to ob- 


ſerve her progreſs in every uſeful and ele- 
gant branch of learning, the pleaſure ſne 


felt in ſeeing and converſing with him, 


the deference ſhe paid to his opinion, and 
the pride ſhe took in his military fame. 
e Spring came, and the troops were 


called again to. action. Zodiſki took 


leave of his miſtrefs, juſt after his friend 


Polnitz was arrived at Warſaw to wit- 
neſs his happunels, and applaud his 
choice. 


e The Poles were ſucceſsful i in the 
firſt engagement; thi 7 drove the enemy 
with great {laughter from the field, and 


far into the country. On 


little ragged boy, whole features ſtruck 
him with ſuch 2 Nb ace to His long 
abſent brother, thts ts 8 not reſiſt 
the curioßty EZ felt to queſtion hin: 
the boy pointed to a milerable looking 

g - houſe, 


Lan 
houſe, where he faid his parents- lived. 
A pale, fickly young woman appeared 
at the door, with an infant at her breaſt: 
ſhe begged to know the ſtranger's name. 
When he ſaid, Zodiſki, a Gin ſhriek 
came from her lips, which brought her 
huſband to the door. He, in the dif- 
guiſe of a menial dreſs, was eaſily recog- 

nized by the affectionate Zodiſki, who, 

leaping from his horſe, teſtified the ſin- 
cere delight it gave him to embrace 
a brother, who Lag ſubmitted to a ſer- 
vile ſtate in order to ſupport his droop- 
ing family, rather than apply to his 
friends, when he too well knew he had 
brought himſelf into that ſtate of poveny 
by Mex own imprudence. We 
e After contributing what he con to 
the relief of indigence, Zodiſki haſtened 
after his victorious troops; but in their 
march they met with a large detach- 
ment of the enemy, which had been 
planted in ambuſh in order to intercept 
L 4 . 
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as! weary Poles ; theſe aſſailed them 
with great violence, and like men who 
knew their own advantage. The King's 
brave nephew was at the head of the 
' Poliſh troops, ſeconded by the cool and 
determined Lubienſki ; but the valour 
of the one, and the experience of the 
- other, were inſufficient in this deſperate 
engagement. The firſt had his horſe 
ſhot under him, and would have been a 


prey to the enemy, had not Zodiſki 


-flown to his aſſiſtance: this voice re- 
animated the drooping ſoldiers; his in- 
trepid air encouraged them to hope for 


conqueſt; they caught the enthuſtaſm of 


his courage ; again they attacked the 


enemy, and aſter a deſperate Rruggle 
put them to flight, 
.« When his action of Zodik!' 5 Was 


reported to the King, he made him a 
Count, inveſted him with the order of 


Knighthood, and promoted him t to the 


; rank of C olonel. 


ec "That | 
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ec That year, as the troops were returning 
towards Warſaw, Zodiſki received let- 
ters from France, mentioning his mother 
being dangerouſly. ill, and requeſting to 
ſee him. He obtained leave of abſence 5 
— had juſt time to behold his Radzina 
to defire he might hear frequently from 
her and 157g and to bid them NN 
adieu. | 

« When he ect: at © Parki M found 
his mother ſlowly recovering—the fight 
of a beloved and alfoctionite: fon con- 
tributed to reſtore ker—he had the ſa- 
tisfaction to ſee her happy in the regard 
of a deſerving huſband, ſurrounded 
with every comore; and many luxuries ; 
and to perceive in her little ſon the 
dawnings of that amiable diſpoſition | 
| which afterwards made him univerſally 
beloved; while the young Luzane 

looked up to Zodiſki with reverential 
love, as to a ſecond parent, whoſe ex- 


ample he was to emulate. e 
vs Any 
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« After ſome time ſpent thus happily, 
love and glory recalled Zodiſki to Po- 


land. He flew to his Radzina before 
ſhe had heard of his arrival; he found 


her changed in manner—languid and 


 melancholy—reſerved and thoughtful — 


he ſought his friend for ſome time in 


vain—at length they met, but he was 


no longer the cheerful and open-hearted 
Polnitz that he knew before, Embar- 


raſſment ſat on his countenance, and 


reſtraint was in his converſation. A 


ſuſpicion aroſe in Zodiſki's boſom, but 


he repelled it as an injuſtice to his friend 


yet why ſhould both Radzina and 


Polnitz be changed ?—their letters had 
not expreſſed any alteration in their 


_ ſentiments —ſome miſtake might cauſe 


this eſtrangement.— The next day he 
went to the houſe where Radzina lived, 
reſolved to obtain an eclairciſſement— 
ſhe was not to be found the female 
friend with whom ſhe reſided, terrified 


"Gs a 
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at her elopement, uttered the name of 
Polnitz—it was ſufficient for Zodiſki— 

he inſtantly flew to ſeek him, and met 
this falſe friend in the ſtreet there, with 
all the fury of a lover, and indignation 
of an injured ſoldier, he charged him 
with having concealed the daughter of 
Koſluco. Polnitz changed colour, but 
denied the charge. Nay, ſaid the de- 
termined Zodiſki, it is in vain to pre- 
tend you know not where ſhe is—E 
cannot give you credit there—it is a 
cowardly evaſion. 

“At theſe words Polnitz, drawing his 
ford, exclaimed, „ Who dares im- 
peach my honour is a villain” At 
that moment ſome people were ſeen. 
coming haſtily down the ſtreet, therefore 
Zodiſki ſaid “ Offended honour, on 
which ever fide it reſts, ſhall be obeyed; 
but this is not a time; two hours hence 

_ 1 will meet you with piſtols at the north 
| 5 entrame 


K 
entrance of the wood of Bielany“ at 
| theſe words they parted. | 
| On returning home Zodiſki End a a 
paper, the hand-writing of which he 
| knew too well; he opened it with great 
emotion, and read a letter, the copy of : 


1 8 which 1 am enabled to ſhew you. 


| NE hs: To Zobiskr. 

« From the Monaſtery at Mariemont. 
Had I been aware of your arrival, 
I ſhould have ſought this retreat ſooner, 
and have avoided an interview that 


Pr RH Bee's pr eee * 4a Wart 
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11 wounded me to the ſoul. Oh! Zodiſki! 
you deſerved that 1 ſhould act with can- 

l dour; yet my fear of offending your 

N | ſtern virtue has induced me to diſſemble. 


I thought I loved you, till I became 
acquainted with Polnitz, When I made 
the fatal diſcovery of the progreſs he 
was gradually gaining in my affection, 

I ſtrove to conquer a preference that I 
difapproved, 
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diſapproved, being conſcious that! 1 


ought to fulfil my engagements to Zo- 
diſki— but how was I to fulfil them 25 
— could I offer him a divided heart — 
could J impoſe upon his honourable 
unſuſpecting nature, and preſent him 


with a hand that muſt tremble at the 


altar I knew not how to act Pol- 


nitz ſaw the conflict in my mind he 
fled from me- but love, more pow- 
erful than reaſon, brought him back. 


e When the time drew near for you 
to return, I wrote to the Abbeſs of this 
Convent, to requeſt an aſylum in theſe 
ſacred walls. 1 conſidered, that in order 
to be juſt to you, I mult be cruel to 
Polnitz and myſelf; but I concealed 
my intention from him, and could not 
reſolve to leave the man I too fondly 
loved, till compelled by your ſudden 
arrival to fly from him for ever. He 


| knows not the place of my retreat, I 


c_— you to conceal ic from him, 
| | and 
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. * to believe that the heart which 
Zo diſki once thought worthy his regard, 
can puniſh itſelf to o debt of honour, 
. 


* Rapzina,” | 


5 60 Greatly „ 5 the + - 
this n. Zadnxi wrote as follows : 


I how | e a e puniſh 
treachery, I have alſo a heart open to 
the feelings of humanity. Radzina ! 
you have wronged me moſt in ſo long 
withhalding your confidence from me. 
Much as 1 loved you, I could have 
pitied an involuntary paſſion—I could 
even have promoted your happineſs at 
the expence of mine. My love was of 
no common kind; it was founded on 


eſteem and confidence. I am now pu- 


niſhed for being too ſecure; and am 

taught by a friend and a miſtreſs, that 
Sonſtancy does not often belong to 
| woman, 


1 199 1 


woman, nor faith to man. But my 
regard for the memory of Koſluco here 
checks my pen. I muſt remember, 
(painfully remember) that you are his 

daughter. Your letter is arrived juſt 
in time to prevent bitter conſequences; 

had it been ſent an hour later, I might 
have deprived you of your lover; but 


you, Madam! reſtrain the arm of ven- 


Senne and, in the ſorm of peace, 1 
give you to my rival — may his future 


conduct * that he deſerves you. 
* Zopiski.“ 


After diſpatching this Eher to the 
Convent, he went to meet the deſtroyer | 
of his happineſs - he found him true to 
the appointment, and called on him to 
fire, Polnitz demurred. © Fire firſt,” 
faid he, *I am the offender, though not 


a coward. If to poſſcis the heart of 


Radzina, and to adore her, be a crime, 
1 confeſs my 198 but N baſeneſs of 


concealing 
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bins her I deny. The appella- * 
tion of coward never yet aſſailed my ears 
unpuniſhed—it wounds me doubly from 
the tongue of Zodiſki—yet from him I 
could bear much our former friendſhip | 
* Ceaſe,” cried Zodiſki, that re- 
called comes too late the name of 
friend excites my indignation ; it is a 
name polluted by duplicity/and ingra- 
titude; to be brief, you have wronged 
me cruelly. ; but I have in one inſtance 
accuſed you. falſely —we meet, there- 
fore, on equal-terms, and theſe piſtols 
muſt adjuſt our difference. Fire then 
with me,” he ſaid, and raiſed his arm. 
At the ſame moment Polnitz fired into 
the air but what was his ſurprize, when, 
jnſtead of hearing the report of Zodiſki's 
| Piſtol, he diſcovered that it was not 
charged. - 
„ Ah!“ cried A in a voice of keen 
emotion, 80 ein not * ſay we met on 
| | equal 
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equal terms ?—-Oh Heaven did he 


mean me for his murderer ?”, 


No!“ replied Zodiſki, with an air ihe 


dignity and calmneſs, © I had branded 


you with the name of coward—it was 


but Juſt that I ſhould give you an op- 


portunity to refute the charge - my life 


was of little importance your death 


would have availed me nothing and = 
could not aim at the heart of Radzina, 

which would have been pierced through 

yours. — Go to the Convent at Marie- 


mont there you, will find the Lady— 


5 wed her and be de let me ne- 


ver ſee you more.“ 


« So ſaying, he quitted bs aſtoniſhed 
Polnitz, and immediately joined the 
army, leaving his friend and miſtreſs to 


admire his en and unite cheir 
fates. 


cc In the 3 char 3 Ps 
diſki fought with his accuſtomed bra- 


very 3 but in the laſt engagement he had 
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the FS to ſee his young brother (who 
generally was near him, and proud to 
copy his example) at a diſtance, and in 
imminent danger. He flew to fave him, 
but at that moment received a wound 


in his ſword arm, which diſabled him 


from affording his aſſiſtance; and though 
_ party of his followers ruſhed in to de- 
fend the gallant youth, it was too late 
mortally wounded, he expired in the 


arms of his heroic brother there the 


Warrior was loſt in the tender feelings of 
| humanity—Zodifki wept, and forgot 
his own wound till his mighty ſoul, 


rouzed into fury, urged him to revenge 


his brother he then found himſelf dil. 
abled, even from the power to hold his 
ſword, and, fainting with pain, was 
carried off by his ſurrounding ſoldiers. 
There ended his military career. He 
was brought back to the camp, and 
nurſed by the venerable Lubienſki with 
all the tenderneſs of a father. Polnitz 
. •J•˙́); an 


e 
came ſeveral times during his corfine- 
ment, and ſolicited to be admitted, but 
Zodiſki conſtantly refuſed, ſaying, after 

having pardoned bit. his n was to 
bows mY 19 
The lovers had the e delleacy and 

8 Conne to defer their marriage til 
he retired from Poland, which was as 
oon as his wound permitted him to travel. 
Senſible that he could no longer render 
- any ſervices to his country, he deſired to 
retire, and, on pretence of travelling, 


quitted Poland with an intention never 


to return. He brought into France the 
ſmall fortune left him by his father, 
and devoted his time to a mother who 
was proud of him, and to à brother 
whoſe ſtudies he was ſo capable of ſuper⸗ 
intending. If I. was to relate what his 
tenderneſs had been to that parent and 
brother, it would fill a volume. He 
found his mother again a widow, in need 
1 r. care, aſſiſtance, and advice; his 
A i young 


E < 1 


oe brother required a friend and 
. guardian : ably he performed his duty 
to them both. The reſpect in which he 
is held at Paris you muſt have obſerved, 
and it is his own fault that he has not 
filled ſome places of importance ; but 
wealth i is not his object, and freedom is. 

e With a mind thus great, he has a 
tenderneſs of ſoul truly aſtoniſhing ; and | 
what he ſuffered in attending on his dear 
brother in his laſt illneſs, is more than 
J can deſcribe; for his affliction appeared 
| equal to my own. The character he 
bears in Poland will be evinced by this 
letter, written to Madame de Luzane, 
by Lubienſki, ſoon. after his departure, 
and of which 1 preſerved a tranſlated 


copy. 


cc 'To Ns BARONESS DE Luzaur. 
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5 While you, Madam, are rejoicing 
in the arrival of your excellent ſon, he 
is regretted i in Poland as a man and a 
3 Joldier. 


3 
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ſoldier.” 'His duet ſpeaks of - Fim = 
with the praiſe that is ſo much his due— 
even the courtiers cannot but commend 


parable.” The common” ſoldiers, who 
adored his magnanimity in battle, and 
experienced his benevolence in private  - 
life, mention him with tears, and have 


abſolutely contributed to raiſe an hum- 
ble memorial of Zodifki's valour on the 
ſpot where he received his wound in the 


defence of a brother. Is not this a 
prouder trophy than the moſt elaborate | 
work that art or expence can frawe fo 


To the noble mind of Zodiſki I know 
how impreſſive ſuch a circumſtance will . 
be. It is the tribute paid by honeſty. 


to valour and virtue—of courſe it muſt 7 
be grateful to the brave man who 18 


thus immortalized. 

Why will he not return to a cb 

that eheriſhes the remembrance of his 
virtue? IE hough he can no longer ex- 


ba - M 3 5 erciſe 
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erciſe his arm in the deſence of Poland; 
be can aſſiſt her with his counſels in the 
| Senate; but it is not for me to judge. 

That he may be happy wherever he 
reſides, is not only the wiſh of my heart, 
but that of every man who honours 
7 Tremain, Madam, 
e with great feet, 
« your faithful Friend and Servant, 

| 880 STANISLAUS LuBIENSKL.” 


de To this, . the 1 1 
vill ſubjoin two letters that l found among 
Monſieur de Luzane's papers, written by 
Zodiſki; one is the copy of what he 
ſent to the King of Poland (when he 
Was ill of his wound) in conſequence. 

of his Majeſty having offered him a 
penſion; the other contains inſtructions 
to his brother, which might be ſervice- 
able to the preſent ſet of wild young 
men 4- for theſe Sap. charaQers require; 

172 V advice 
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Abbie and direction more than my | 
huſband did, whe was naturally goods 
and too wiſe to ſuffer his heart to be 


warped from the rules of duty and ho- 


nour by the arts 1 or 364 li- 
cenſe of the times. 85 
„ This is the letter Zodiſpi v wrote 5 | 
the King of Poland, while he was eon- 
fined by his wound in n LOR 
bienki's WWE 


. 
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= T he trilüng ei I hink bete 
good fortune to perform; I conſidered 
as a debt which. I owed to the beſt of 
_ maſters, and to my country: your Ma 
jeſty is pleaſed to over-ratethbſe ſervices. 
Fam proud to bear a badge of honour 
conferred. upon me by my Sovereign, 
which I thought a ſufficient reward but 
as your Majeſty has been graciouſly 
a to offer me a penſion, I hope you 
oy me 4 wilt 


7 168 ” | 
will allow rhe the liberty of ſaying g, that if - 
you will transfer it from me to my eldeſt 
brother (who has a family to ſup- 
port) T ſhall eſteem it as the greateſt 
mark of my Sovereign's goodneſs and 
condeſcenſion. I truſt your Majeſty wilt 7” 
pardon the - preſumption of this re- 
queſt— it is the laſt favour I ſhall aſk 
from your indulgence ; for I no longer 
can pretend to ſerve your Majeſty.— 
Diſabled for life from fulfilling the du- 


ties of a ſoldier's ſtation as I ought, it is 


impoſſible for me to keep my commiſ- 


fon in the army; I therefore beg leave 


to reſign; and intreat your Majeſty — 


believe, that in every place and every 


circumſtance I ſhall with pride recollect 


the marks I have received of your ap- . 


probation, and- feel that attachment, 

loyalty, and an dens is NE” to 

ſuch a King. 

0 I have the honour to ſubſcribe my- 
: | Br - el : 
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ſelf, with ſentiments of profound reſpech : 
your - Majeſty's dutiful and eee 
Pe 5 
« Lobus | 
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To the Baron de Luzans. FN 


60 Mr Deas Tuzovonr, 


6% Tur deagh of your as fuk; 
and the early age at which you-ſucceed 
to his title and eſtate, renders. it neceſ- 
ſary for me to ſupply his place as well as 
J can, and to make uſe of, perhaps, more 
than a brother's privilege in directing 
your conduct. I am going to travel for 
II t is neceſſary to add, that the King, highly 
pleaſed with the diſintereſted conduct of Zodiſſei, 
ſettled a conſiderable penſion upon his brotner's 
family; fince which time a wealthy uncle of his 
(by the mother's fide) having had the misſortune 


to loſe an only ſon, has adopted Zodilki's bro- 


ther, n is now in "IE" hae... circums 


3 f ſeveral 


F- * þ T. 
ſeveral months and though Tleave you 
onder the roof of a tender mother, and 
with a wiſe preceptor (whoſe age and 
learning muſt induce you to reſpect him) 
I cannot omit giving you a leſſon of ad- 
vice, both for your preſent and future 
conduct in life. I have hitherto had the 
ſatisfaction to ſee your young and docile 
mind open to every good impreſſion. 
Your ftrit adherence to truth, your 
_ candour and good-nature, cannot be 
too much commended. If your ardent 
er has ever betrayed you into ſtarts 
of paſſion, your good ſenſe always has 
brought you back to mildneſs and reaſon; 
I, therefore, do not work upon a ſtubborn 
ſoil— it will, I am ſure, repay n e for all : 
my care and labour. 
The time will, ere long, arrive, when 
you will be no more treated as a 
boy. I fee with anxiety, that on your 

firſtappearance in the .great world you. 
wall By * to many dangers, to 
Tet ; „„ wee 
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which the young, credulous, and au- 
ent muſt ever be ſubject; and the higher 
their rank in life, the more perilous 
their ſituation at that period of it when 
there are knaves ready to plunder the 
unwary, temptations to aſſault the 
weak, parafites to flatter the wealthy. 
do not mean, my Theodore, to write! 
you a ſermon, or to be a harſſ monitor; 1 
can make allowances for the ardour and- 
volatility of youth; I know that men 
mult be ſubject to paſſions; but I would: 

have them alſo ſubje& to a 5 
on this I ſhall ground my treatiſe. 

In the firſt place, I wiſh poi to: 
avoid idleneſs ; many a young perſons 
has been ruined for want of occupation 3 
the mind gets into a ſtate of dull inac- 
tivity, or turns from what was perhaps 
its natural bias to bad habits. When 
it is uſefully. employed, a train of miſe! 
chief and miſe ries may be kept aloof,” © ? 
i charge you to be particularly cau- 
RT - tious 


TT 
tious in the choice of friends. I know: 
numbers of young men born with ſnin- 
ing talents, and calculated by nature 
and education to make a diſtinguiſſied 
figure in the world, who have ſunk in- 
to the meaneſt of characters from the 
bad advice and example of worthleſs 
profligate friends. Aſſociate with the 
amiable; if they happen to be ſenſible 
as well as good, ſo much the better, but 
of the two I would prefer a good man- 
to a brilliant companion 
When you are with men of learning, 
(which I hope you will think it your in- 
tereſt to be whenever you have the op- 
portunity) do not preſume to talk upon 
topics which they muſt underſtand far 
better than yourſelf. If you do, be 


aſſured you will infallibly betray your: 


ignorance, and-be deemed/ a fool, or.a 
pert forward puppy; in one inſtance. 
they will regard you with pity, in the 
other with diſguſt and * . 
4 „ Much 


„„ 
WY... Much may be learnt in the ſociety of 
men of letters and men of the world, by 


attending ſilently to their diſcourſe. If 


you are aſked your opinion, give it with 
the modeſty of a boy joined to the firm- 
neſs of a man. I would from this be 
underſtood to mean that medium be- 
tween baſhfulneſs and boldneſs, which 
is recommendatory to every young per- 
ſon. It is difficult to ſteer between 
theſe two points; and, perhaps, ſome 
commerce with the world (which is the 
beſt ſchool for manners) may be neceſ- 
ſary: to ſhew a young man the difference 
between eaſe and ne open 
cheerful manner is pleaſant in youth, 


but forwardneſs _ familiarity muſt be 


diſagreeable. If you differ in ſentiments 
With another, do not argue with vehe- 


mence or inſolence; and if his opinions 
ſieem to carry moſt weight with them, 


Jqo not bluſh to be conrince Want 
abe 0 
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* Pay a particular deſerence to perfons 
Who are older than yourſelf; compaſ- 
ſionate age and infirmity; the aged in 


their turn will make allowances for the 


. miſtakes of the ignorant and young. 


Receive advice with attention, reproof 

vithout perulance, and little diſappoint- 
ments without violent chagrin. We muſt 
all meet with vexations, for life will be 
chequered both with ſtorms and ſunſhine. 
We are born with paſſions, and though 
is eaſy to talk of ſtoical indifference, 
it is not ſo eaſy to ſubdue natural incli- 


nations; I muſt ſuppoſe you to have the 
feelings of a man, but I would have you - 


learn to control them, and while you feel 
the foree of paſſion, be equal to the taſk 


_ OG it by the power of principle. 


* wiſh you to be neither a coxcomb 


or a loven—the firſt is unworthy a man 


of ſenſe, the en renders him diſguſt- 

N. To. be neat in your 
Perſon mee, and it. is as par- 
3 =  Ucular, 
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ticular, and often not leſs affected, to be 
out of the faſhion, as to be in the ex- 
treme of it; appear therefore like other 
young men of your own rank, as far as 
may be conſiſtent with manlineſs and 


ſenſe, but avoid all abſurdities of dreſs. 

he dutiful and affectionate to your 
mother; remember how much you owe 
to a parent, and treat her with the re- 
ſpect of a ſon, and the confidence of a 
friend ; be kind and obliging to your 
relations, and ſerve them when you can. 
Be, as] before ſaid, cautious in the inti- 


macies you form, but ſteady in your 


friendſhip when you are ſure it is well 


founded. Do not liſten to the voice of ä 


flattery; and do not arrogate any merit 
to yourſelf, becauſe you happen to be 
born a man of rank and fortune. 1 


know not any advantage a perſon of 
ſuperior rank has, fo important to ſo= 


oiety as the good example he may oive 
to Others, which wears more eclat from 


TS. ᷣ 5 elevated 
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elevated ſtation than it would have in 
an humbler walk of life; and the beſt 
thing that attends fertune, is the power 
. contributing to "ay happineſs or com- 
fort of others. = 
e, Do not 1 8 your . | 
the contrary, remember that civility is 
due to all ranks of people, and do by 
them as you would be done by. Think 
how galling i it muſt be to a feeling mind 
to bear the ſupercilious impertinent 
frown of a man, who, though many 
ſteps higher on ambition's ladder, may 
be very inferior in mental qualities to 
him whom he treats with ſeorn. In my 
opinion, it is not only tyranny, - but. the 
certain mark of a contracted mind, for a 
great man to treat a perſon ill who dares 
not reſent i it. J think it is like treading 
on a worm, becauſe you know it can 
neither hurt you nor defend itſelf.— 
But your's is not a little mind. my 
Theodore, and it is a humane one; 
I there- 


3 


- 
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I cherelore will not affront you hs faying 
more on a mode of conduct that only 
ſuits the proud or narrow-minded, who 
can ſport: wich the feelings of a depen- 
dant, or deſpiſe the poor; for I have 


obſerved you kind to your ſervants, civil 
to tradeſmen, and ener to the:1 in- 


digent. 


£68 will now Weid 1 theſe . to 


which young men are liable, either 


from their own inclinations. or the bad 


example of others. In early life we 


look for amuſement, and pleaſure pre- 


ſents itſelf in a variety of forms, before 
young, people can well diſcriminate-be- 
tween what is allowable and what is 


otherwiſe. A quick fancy and warm 
paſſions hurry them very often into the 
vortex of diffipation, and they frequent- | 


Jy find the bad effects of libertiniſm 
when it is too late to recal the time 
miſpent; but loſt friends, injured repu- 
tation, and ruined health, will then be 
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5 fubjefts 8 regret, if they reflect at all. 
I have oſten been ſurprized to hear men 
habituate themſelves to ſwearing, till 
they forget the meaning of the words 
they ſpeak, and make uſe of them 
merely as expletives. Such a practice, 
in my mind, does not become a gentle- 
man or a man of ſenſe: every black- 
guard can ſwear, though he cannot act 
the gentleman; why then are we to 
pay ſo bad a compliment to our under- 
ſtandings as to put them on a level 
with the loweſt- ran this ena 
Inſtance ? 
* am told there are ſome alſo who 
will degrade themſelves by holding 
converſation of the loweſt kind, and 
ſubſtituting buffoonery and groſs ex- 
preſſions for wit. This aſtoniſhes me. 


Fo Why ſhould the hilarity of a ſocial meet- 


ing produce diſcourſe among gentlemen 
that would be found in the next ale- 
Houſe | 2 Believe me, he Who accuſtoms 
| himſelf 
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himſelf to converſe like a libertine or a 
free thinker, will be apt to live like one, | 
and practiſe the vices he bluſhes not to. . 
talk off. 305; — 
«© Wine may betray men into 8 | 
inconſiſtency and folly, if they ſuffer it- 1 
to degrade their reaſon, till they are on a 
level with the brutes; beware therefore 
of hard drinking; it debaſes the mind, 
and is injurious to the conſtitution. 
e Gaming is ſo pernicious in its con- 
ſequences, and fo baneful to repoſe, that 
J think you will never be a gameſter— 
the faro table and the turf are _—_ 5 
with miſchief—the winner, after many 
hours of anxiety, enriches himſelf with, 
_ another's property only to rifk it a. 
the loſer carries to his pillow thoſe ago | 
__ nies that ſpring from ſelf-created mis p 
fortune, which, perhaps, involves his 
family in ary, af not in OE: | 
ruin. | 5 
98 by now come to the 3 of 
| * 2 women. 


1 3 1 


women. It is natural for every man of 
taſte or feeling to be ſenſible of the at- 
tractive charms that belong to every 
beautiful and elegant woman; but weak 
indeed muſt he be who does not wiſh for 
ſomething more than a picture, which 
fades beneath the hand of time. A cap- 
tivating face has often been the maſk to 
conceal much deformity of mind. I 
grant that beauty is a letter of recom- 
mendation which we are all deſirous of 
peruſing; but we muſt not truſt to its 
ſincerity. I know by painful experience 
how wrong it is, my dear brother, to 
Pee great confidence in appearances z . 
and a decided beauty is too much in 
love with herſelf to be content without 
a train of admirers. 
dee Cruelty is fo repugnant to your 
nature that I need ſcarcely warn you 
againſt the crime of ſeduction; you 
cannot wiſh to poiſon the happineſs of 
another, or to rob hes <0 the efteem- that 


E 161 1 
the may have held in the opinion of the 
world. It is an act of treachery that 
vou can never atone for to the N 
object of your licentious paſſion. 


| hope I do not reaſon. too much like - 


ſpeak. the ſentiments only of a man of 
honour. Avoid the acquaintance of 


tmoral women, as much as the diſ- 
courſe of profligate men. The ſociety 


of the virtuous part of the ſex poliſhes 


the manners and improves the mind, 


but that of women, who are a diſgrace 
to their ſex, renders men awkward in 
the compauy of the virtuous, awed. by. 


their ſuperiority,, embarraſſed by their 
civility, and afraid of their obſervations, + 


When you meet with a woman whom 
you are certain, is worthy of your affec- 
tion, one whoſe temper accords with 
your own, whoſe manners are gentle, 


and whoſe converſation is pleaſant, 


think her a prize worth obtaining, even 
1 if 
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Fa. 
if ſhe brings no dower but her merit. 
1 could with you to marry one who is 
your equal; but we" ſeldom can find 
every thing we wiſh united in the ſame - 
perſon, therefore if ſhe is by birth a 
gentle woman, and by education fitted to 
be your companion, rejoice that you can 
afford to pleaſe yourſelf, and think it 
is no diſgrace to your hereditary gran- 
deur to elevate ſuch a woman to the 
rank of Baroneſs de Luzane. I would 
infinitely rather ſee you married to a 


private perſon than to a fine lady or a 


wit; the one thinks herſelf entitled to 
figure away in the gay world, on the 
idle pretence that her huſband can af- 
ford it, and it is neceſſary for his dignity 
that ſhe ſhould make an appearance 
ſuitable to the ſphere in which fortune 
has placed her; ſhe therefore plunges 
into the ſtream of faſhion, and lives 
for the world rather than for her 
huſband ; the W feeds upon the 
= BY misfortunes, . 
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others—not even the name of relation 
or friend can check the malignant whiſ- 


pers of the wit ſhe aſſaſſinates reputa- 


tion, ſows diſſenſion, betrays the credu- 


lous, and ridicules the ſage; no one is ſe- 


cure againſt her bane ful influence; ſhe is, 


like the upah tree, deſtructive to all who 
come within her reach; and this is done 


for the ſake of amuſing herſelf at the ex- 


pence of others; for the vain glory of be- 


ing a wit and an agreeable companion. 


<« The femme preciuſe J alſo think is 
beſt in her own circle of female idolaters, 
who offer incenſe to the ſhrine of her 


ſuperior. learning. A woman of this 
ſtamp cannot deſcend from her altitudes 
to the common offices of a good wife 


and attentive mother. If ſhe aſſociates 
with her huſband, perhaps ſhe contends 
with him on knotty points, of learning 

that are beyond her reach, pretends to 
move. before him in the 1 of ſci- 


_ ence; diſcourſes upon politics, decides 
upon pamphlets, ſets up for a reformer 
or a Stoic, and when ſhe would be a. 
female Socrates, becomes a Xantippe. 
<«< From a female politician I always. 
turn with diſguſt. Why will women ſtep. 
out of their own- characters? I admire- 
ſenſible intelligent beings, whatever 
their ſex may be; but I abhor affecta- 
tion, and would have women confined. 
to their own province, exerciſing the 
mild virtues that belong to domeſtic 
life. If they have genius let them cul- 
_ tivate it, let them improve their minds 
by reading; but a female philoſopher, 
a diſputant in petticoats, is a conceited 
maſculine character that uy not ſuit 
my taſte. 
* need not go wucher you are too 
young for me to think it neceſſary now 
to tell you the duties of a huſband or a 
parent; and when you arrive at thoſe 
characters, the recollection of what your 
| T 3 | __. Own: 


Tr 
own fithers conduct was in omeſtic 
life will be Ae e pe, rule * to 


follow. . . 


c I will now give you- e 
general rules for your firſt ſetting out in 
the world. I particularly beg you to 
be ſcrupulouſly attentive to the pay - 
ment of your debts, and 1 adviſe you 


to be exact in your accompts. It is a 


great advantage to every man (what= 
ever his ſtation in life may be) to- 
know the ſituation of his own: circum- 


ſtances, and underftand how to manage 


for himſelf, that in caſe of any emer- 
gency he may be his own ſteward; be- 


ſides this, if a perſon cannot en bear 


the trouble of buſineſs, and habituate 
himſelf to it, he will be apt to fink into 
a mere man of pleaſure, the moſt inſigni-+ 


ficant character in life, and which the 


meaneſt capacity is equal to, whether it 


be in the form of a fine gentleman, | 2 | 
bon . or a * Exceſs is 


equally: 
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equally to be avoided, whether in the 
purſuit of faſhionable amuſements, -the -- 
fox chace, or the feaſt, 
I counſel-you againſt li. 
Though 1 deteſt parſimony, I know the 
difference between liberality and extra- 
vagance, and am convinced that many a 
boy, who in reality was merely prudent, . 
has been laughed out of his diſcretion - 
by the raillery of his companions, and in 
the end ruined, from a falſe ſname of 
not doing the ſame. as others, Who per- 
| haps had thrice. his fortune; for ridicule 
acts like a potent ſpell upon the mind of 
youth, and boys are apt to think it is 
manly to drink, ſwear, and ſpend their 
money freely, becauſe: oy that are 
called lads of ſpirit do ſo. 
It may perhaps not ©). me to 
counſel you againſt duelling— there are 
occaſions, I too well know, when pati- 
ence and forbearance cannot remain in- 
haVitants of an honourable boſom— 


there 
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there are ſome wrongs that ould not 
tamely be ſubmitted to, others that 
nature cannot endure; but when I ſee 
boys ready to aim at each other's life on 
every frivolous occaſion, proſtituting the 
name of honour to gratify their pride, 
their paſſion, or their caprice, I own 
my blood boils with indignation: at a. 

ſhew of courage in ſo mean a cauſe. 

« And now, my dear Theodore, I 
have nothing more to add, but to enforce - 
thoſe principles which have already been 
inculcated fo ftrongly in your mind, that 
it is ſcarce neceſſary for 1 me to act as an 

auxiliary to their effect. e 

I ſhould in the former part of this d. 

ter have mentioned religion, had I not 
known that your young mind was early 
ſtored with thoſe precepts that make 
the life of a Chriſtian reſpectable, and 
his death happy. The ſentiments you 
have imbibed of reverential love for 

| ou Divine Maker, and charity for 
mankind, , 
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mankind; leave me no doubt that you 
will act up to that character I wiſh you. 
to bear. Chriſtianity will ſupport you: 
m every diſtreſs, in every difficulty, and 
make you an honour to your country 
and your friends. I truſt that the man- 
ner in which you have been brought up 
has rendered your principles firm as 
adamant, and not to be ſhaken by bad 
advice or example. I am ſure your 

underſtanding is too good for you to 
conform to any thing that is wrong, 
becauſe it is the faſbion; weak muſt that 
mind be which leans to abſurdity from 
ſuch a fooliſh cauſe. Let the worſhip- 
pers of fathion ſneer and laugh it is no 


want of courage to bear the feeble arroẽs 


of ridicule, which never fail to recoil on 
the perſon who drew the bow. 

c Loyalty to your king, and love to 
your country, I need not, I think, recom- 
mend to the ſon of a man who was zea- 


M 


I my 1 


In politics be conſiſtent, firm, bur 
moderate. Let no party prejudices 
Yivate Pique - 


render you unjuſt, no 1 
render you illiberal. Support your opi- 


nions with manly | . but en | 


your temper. | 
And now, my dear 1 8 1 
have got to the end of my admonitions; 


if they prove uſeful to you in the ſmalleſt 


degree, I ſhall rejoice moſt fincerely— 


at all events I ſhall have the ſatisfaction 


of reflecting, that I have endeavoured 
to adviſe you well, eee to the beſt 
of my abilities. 


44 Four ee Hin „ 4 


922 * and brother, 


<c Zopixa,” 


| 


Thus ae” the papers fg to me . 4 
Madame de ee, which will make 
V 


T ww]. 
you, my dear Madam, thoroughly ac- 
quainted with Zodiſki, whoſe name 


will be frequently repeated in the me- 


moirs of my life, to which it is now 
time for me to return; I vill therefore 


purſue the thread of a ſad narrative. 


END or THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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